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The Rising of the Women: Organizing for Bread and Roses Today 

37th  Northeast Regional UALE Summer Institute for Union Women 
Resources for Activism 

 
Summer School is just the beginning.  Here are resources you can use to learn 
more about the labor movement and to expand your activist’s “tool kit”.  It is a 
selected list; use it as a starting point to browse and explore.  Web sites are 
listed within each section.   
 
Most of the books and films listed are still in print; they can be ordered through 
the  Internet  (Powell’s  City  of  Books  is  a  union-friendly site: 
http://www.powells.com/) or from one of the specialized sources listed in the 
back.  Or hopefully they can be found in your local public, union, or extension 
school library.  If not, request them! 

 
An online version of this guide can be found at 

http://libguides.rutgers.edu/UALEwomen/ 
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  LABOR UNION FACTS & FIGURES & BOOKS 
 
 
Bollen, Peter. Great Labor Quotations: Sourcebook and Reader. Red Eye Press, Inc., 2000. 
Not comprehensive, but a fun and useful resource, especially for union newsletters and 
speechwriting.   

 
Doherty, Robert. Industrial and Labor Relations Terms: A Glossary.  Ithaca: ILR Press, 1989.  
Concise definitions and historical background for 300 words, phrases, and acronyms frequently used 
in the labor world.  
 
Gifford, Court, ed.  Directory of U.S. Labor Organizations.  Wash, D.C.: Bureau of National Affairs, 

annual.  
Addresses, telephone numbers, names of major officers of major U.S. unions, state federations, and 
listings of locals by state (but minus addresses & phone numbers).  Statistical appendix includes BLS 
& AFL-CIO membership data. 

 
Jacobs, Eva E., ed.  Handbook of U.S. Labor Statistics. Lanham, MD: Bernan Press, annual. 
A collection of current and historical data tables derived from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
 
Historical Encyclopedia of American Labor (2 vol.), ed. by Robert E. Weir and James P. Hanlan.  

Greenwood Press, 2004. 
A good reference book for your public or school library. 
 
Murray, R. Emmett.  Lexicon of Labor: More Than 500 Key Terms, Biographical Sketches, and 

Historical Insights Concerning Labor in America, Rev. and updated ed. New Press,2010. 
An inexpensive all-in-one labor reference book.  
 
 
WEB SITES - ACADEMIC STARTING POINTS 
 
LABOR RESEARCH PORTAL (UC Berkeley, Institute for Research on Labor and Employment 
Library) 
http://www.irle.berkeley.edu/library/?page=4 
The IIR Library has Labor and Web Guides to online & print resources related to globalization, 
immigration, labor culture, and U.S. unions. 
 
INTERNET RESOURCE GATEWAY: JOHN F. HENNING CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
RELATIONS (UC Berkeley, Labor Center) 
http://www.iir.berkeley.edu/henningcenter/gateway/index.html  
This website contains links to organizations, articles, position papers, and training materials on labor 
and the global economy. 
 
RESEARCH PORTAL: CATHERWOOD LIBRARY (ILR School, Cornell University) 
http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/library/research/  
The Catherwood Library, the research library of the ILR School, has a number of academic-oriented 
research guides available here, plus “Best of the Web” guides for working people.    
 

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/library/research/
http://www.irle.berkeley.edu/library/?page=4
http://www.iir.berkeley.edu/henningcenter/gateway/index.html
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LABOR UNIONS AND THE INTERNET   
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/laborunionsandtheinternet   
This website contains an extensive collection of web sites related to collective bargaining, labor law, 
and other labor topics, originally written by the author (Donna), updated by Catherwood librarians. 
 
CAREY LIBRARY (School of Management and Labor Relations, Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey) 
http://smlr.rutgers.edu/carey-library     
http://smlr.rutgers.edu/carey-library/research-guides  
Online information guides on collective bargaining, organizing, minorities in the workplace, labor 
studies, women and work, and more, developed by the author (Donna). 
 
 
 
WEB SITES – STATISTICAL STARTING POINTS 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR: FIND IT BY TOPIC 
http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/index.htm 
The DOL offers a vast amount of information on its web site, including employment statistics, the full 
text and explanations of employment labor laws and regulations, and publications such as the 
Occupational Outlook Handbook and the Monthly Labor Review.  This topic listing is one way of 
locating what you need. 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR: FIND IT BY AUDIENCE 
http://www.dol.gov/dol/audience/aud-women.htm 
http://www.dol.gov/dol/audience/aud-labor.htm  
And, another way to find DOL information is to use these portal web sites for women and labor 
unions. 
 
U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
http://www.bls.gov/ 
BLS is the part of the DOL responsible for collecting and publishing statistics about labor and 
employment.  Starting here, you can find data on the labor force, unemployment, inflation, wages & 
earnings, plus online publications such as the Occupational Outlook Handbook and the Monthly 
Labor Review. 
 
U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS: UNION MEMBERSHIP 
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/union2.toc.htm 
This annual publication tracks labor union membership.  
 
UNIONSTATS.COM: Union Membership and Coverage Database 
http://www.unionstats.com/  
This Internet data resource provides “private and public sector union membership, coverage, and 
density estimates compiled from the Current Population Survey (CPS) using BLS methods”; it is 
updated annually. 
 

http://www.unionstats.com/
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/laborunionsandtheinternet
http://smlr.rutgers.edu/carey-library
http://smlr.rutgers.edu/carey-library/research-guides
http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/index.htm
http://www.dol.gov/dol/audience/aud-women.htm
http://www.dol.gov/dol/audience/aud-labor.htm
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/union2.toc.htm
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WEB SITES – UNION & UNION-RELATED STARTING POINTS 
 
AFL-CIO 
http://www.aflcio.org 
 
CHANGE TO WIN 
http://www.changetowin.org/    
 
XPDNC LABOUR DIRECTORY 
http://www.xpdnc.com/  
A labor directory to labor union web sites plus sites on labor-related topics (campaigns, research, 
politics, women, and work). 
 
LABOURSTART  
http://www.labourstart.org  
Labor news from around the world. 
 
BIG LABOR 
http://www.unionist.com/big-labor   
Created by Union Communications Services, this site offers extensive links to U.S. union web sites, 
plus a weekly labor cartoon, song, quote, book, steward tip, & today in labor history.  
 
UNION JOBS CLEARINGHOUSE 
http://www.unionjobs.com  
 
 
 

http://www.unionjobs.com/
http://www.aflcio.org/
http://www.changetowin.org/
http://www.xpdnc.com/
http://www.labourstart.org/
http://www.unionist.com/big-labor
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  BARGAINING & ORGANIZING IN THE WORKPLACE   
 
  
AFSCME.  We’re Worth It!  An AFSCME Guide to Understanding and Implementing Pay Equity.   

Wash. D.C.:  AFSCME.  [Available free online at: 
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/working-for-government/were-worth-it-an-afscme-
guide-to-understanding-and-implementing-pay-equity] 

 
Berger-Marks Foundation.  Women Organizing Women:  How Do We Rock the Boat Without Getting 

Thrown Overboard?  Washington, DC: Berger-Marks Foundation, 2005.  [available online at 
http://www.bergermarks.org/resources/reports.html ]   

A report summarizing the discussion and recommendations of a retreat of women union organizers. 
 
Better, Maurice B. Contract Bargaining Handbook for Local Union Leaders. Washington, D.C.: BNA: 

1993.  
A nuts-and-bolts handbook. 
 
BNA Editorial Staff. Grievance Guide, 12th ed. Washington, D.C.: BNA Books, 2008.   
A compilation of the "common law" of labor arbitration; gives summaries of actual cases and 
analyses of trends in such areas as discipline & discharge, union rights, strikes, and sexual 
harassment.  
 
Bobo, Kimberley A., et al.  Organizing for Social Change: Midwest Academy Manual for Activists, 4th 

ed..  Forum Press, 2010. 
The “comprehensive manual for grassroots organizers.”[available from USC and Amazon.] 

 
Bronfenbrenner, Kate, et al., eds.  Organizing to Win: New Research on Union Strategies.  Ithaca: 

ILR Press: 1998. 
These articles by union & academic researchers present new frameworks and strategies for 
organizing; topics include strategic initiatives, community-based organizing, building membership, 
and public support. 
 
Caiazza, Amy.  'I knew I could do this work': Seven Strategies to Promote Women's Activism & 

Leadership in Unions.  Berger-Marks Foundation, 2008.   [available online at 
http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/i-knew-i-could-do-this-work-seven-strategies-that-
promote-women2019s-activism-and-leadership-in-unions ]  

Based on interviews, this report analyzes obstacles union women face and strategies unions could 
use to encourage women’s involvement and leadership. 
 
Department for Professional Employees, AFL-CIO.  Organizing Professionals in the 21st Century 

Conference, March 14-16, 2005,  
http://dpeaflcio.org/archives/dpe-programs-and-events/organizing-professionals-in-the-21st-century/   
Conference presentations, studies, and data on organizing within professional occupations and 
industries. 
 
Fine, Janice.  Worker Centers: Organizing Communities at the Edge of the Dream.  Ithaca: ILR 

Press, 2006. 
Janice Fine, a former organizer herself, studies the role worker centers play in organizing and 
assisting low-wage and immigrant workers.  Janice has taught at our Rutgers schools. 
 

http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/i-knew-i-could-do-this-work-seven-strategies-that-promote-women2019s-activism-and-leadership-in-unions
http://www.bergermarks.org/resources/reports.html
http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/i-knew-i-could-do-this-work-seven-strategies-that-promote-women2019s-activism-and-leadership-in-unions
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Michael H. Granof, Jay E. Grenig, and Moira J. Kelly. How to Cost Your Labor Contract, 2nd ed. 
Wash. DC: Bloomberg BNA Books, 2011. 

This book is pricey, but may be a purchasing consideration by your union because of its 
comprehensive approach.  
 
Labor Project for Working Families.  A Job and A Life: Organizing and Bargaining for Work Family 

Issues. 
 Berkley, CA: Labor Project for Working Families, 2005. 
Designed for union leaders, activists, negotiating teams and organizers, this step-by-step guide 
provides the tools needed to advance a successful work and family agenda.   Order a free copy from 
web site: http://www.working-families.org/publications/ 
 
Mauer, Michael.  The Union Member’s Complete Guide: Everything You Want—and Need—To Know 

About Working Union. Wash. D.C.: Union Communication Service, 2001. 
Answers basic questions about unions and what they do: structure of the labor movement, the 
grievance process, core labor laws, and more.  Good resource for new members or basic reference 
for officers & staff.  [Order from website:  http://www.unionist.com/ ] 
 
Milkman, Ruth, et al., ed..  L.A. Story: Immigrant Workers And The Future Of The U.S. Labor 

Movement.  NY: Russell Sage Foundation, 2006. 
Case studies of organizing campaigns in four industries with some surprising conclusions. 
 
Milkman, Ruth, Bloom, Joshua, & Narro, Victor, ed. Working For Justice : The L.A. Model of 

Organizing And Advocacy, edited by Ruth Milkman, Joshua Bloom, and Victor Narro.   Ithaca 
: ILR Press/Cornell University Press, 2010. 

These 11 articles on union, community-based and advocacy campaigns in the Los Angeles area 
offer best practices that apply to all efforts to organize low-wage workers in the U.S. 
 
New Approaches to Organizing Women and Young Workers: Social Media and Work Family Issues, 

by Labor Project for Working Families, Cornell ILR Labor Programs, UC Berkeley Labor 
Center.  Berger-Marks Foundation, July 2010. 

Download from web sites of authors: http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/laborprograms/, http://www.working-
families.org/publications/index.html, or 
http://laborcenter.berkeley.edu/workingwomen/newapproaches10.pdf  
 
Parker, Mike, and Jane Slaughter. Working Smart: A Union Guide to Participation Programs and 

Reengineering. Detroit: Labor Notes, 1994.   
Case studies by activists who have grappled with participation programs, strategies and tactics 
based on their experiences.  Order from website:  http://labornotes.org/workingsmart 
 
Prosten, David, ed.  The Union Steward’s Complete Guide, 2nd ed. MD: UCS, 2006. 
Hands-on advice on handling grievances and workplace concerns.  [http://www.unionist.com/] 
 
Spatz, Donald.  Contract Costing for Union Negotiators (with CD).  MD: USC, 2009. 
 
Slaughter, Jane, ed. A Troublemaker's Handbook 2: How to Fight Back Where You Work-And Win! 

Detroit: Labor Education and Research Project, 2005. 
This well-known workers’ guide to organizing has been totally updated and rewritten.  Its chapters 
are based on the experiences of over 250 activists. New material is on the website 
http://troublemakershandbook.org/; the book can be ordered there as well. 

 
 
 

http://troublemakershandbook.org/
http://www.working-families.org/publications/
http://www.unionist.com/
http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/laborprograms/
http://www.working-families.org/publications/index.html
http://www.working-families.org/publications/index.html
http://laborcenter.berkeley.edu/workingwomen/newapproaches10.pdf
http://labornotes.org/workingsmart
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Whitefield, Pam, Alvarez, Sally, & Emrani, Yasmin.  Is There A Women’s Way Of Organizing? 
Genders, Unions, and Effective Organizing. 2009. [Available online: 
http://www.bergermarks.org/resources/reports.html#womensway] 

Lessons learned from women-focused organizing campaigns. 
 
WEBSITES: 
 
BERGER-MARKS FOUNDATION 
http://www.bergermarks.org 
The Berger-Marks Foundation seeks “to bring the benefits of unionization to working women and to 
assist organizations committed to those principles.” Their web site presents reports on their activities 
and conferences and information on how women organizers can apply for grants. 
 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING FAQ’S (Univ. of Hawaii, Center for Labor Education and Research) 
http://homepages.uhwo.hawaii.edu/~clear/CB-FAQ.html  
Collective bargaining basics. 
 
FACTS @ YOUR FINGERTIPS: AN INTERNET RESEARCH GUIDE FOR UNION ACTIVISTS – 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
http://www.afscme.org/members/1254.cfm  
 
MIDWEST ACADEMY  
http://www.midwestacademy.com/ 
This well-known organization conducts trainings on organizing for social change. 
 
STRATEGIC ORGANIZING 
http://www.union-organizing.org/ 
This new web site offers ideas for organizing strategies and tactics, focusing on communication via 
leaflets, videos, and the Internet.  You can follow it on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
XPDNC: ORGANIZING DRIVE LINKS 
http://www.xpdnc.com/links/orgdrive.html  
Links to websites of active workplace organizing campaigns around the world. 
 
WIEGO: WOMEN IN INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT: GLOBALIZING AND ORGANIZING 
http://www.wiego.org/index.php  
WIEGO is a global network of membership-based organizations of informal workers, researchers, 
professionals from development agencies; over 300 resources for informal workers (studies, fact 
sheets, videos, handbooks) are available through this web site. 
 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND THE PROFESSSIONS  
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ncscbhep/ 
Part of Hunter College, CUNY, the center is a clearinghouse for the study and practice of collective 
bargaining in colleges and universities. 
 
LABOR CONTRACTS DATABASE (UC Berkeley) 
http://www.iir.berkeley.edu/library/contracts/ 
 

http://www.iir.berkeley.edu/library/contracts/
http://www.bergermarks.org/
http://homepages.uhwo.hawaii.edu/~clear/CB-FAQ.html
http://www.afscme.org/members/1254.cfm
http://www.midwestacademy.com/
http://www.union-organizing.org/
http://www.xpdnc.com/links/orgdrive.html
http://www.wiego.org/index.php
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ncscbhep/
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CHILDREN’S LITERATURE—LABOR 
 
Atkin, S. Beth.  Voices from the Fields: Children of Migrant Farmworkers Tell Their Stories.  N.Y.: 

Little, Brown, 2000 (repr. 1993 ed.). 
Photographs of children & teenagers of migrant workers, plus their words and their poetry. 
 
Anderson, Marilyn and Jonathan Garlock.  Our Community of Workers Coloring Book. Rochester: 

Rochester Labor Council, 1996.  [Available from Labor Heritage Foundation] 
 
Colman, Penny. Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home Front in World War II. N.Y.: Crown, 

1995.   
Great photographs. 
 
Currie, Stephen.  We Have Marched Together: The Working Children’s Crusade.  Lerner, 1997. 
The story of the army of child workers led by Mother Jones from Philadelphia to New York in the early 
20th century.  For middle school children. 

 
Cohn, Diana (writer), Francisco Delgado (illus.) & Sharon Franco (trans.)  Si, Se Puede! / Yes, We 

Can ! : Janitor Strike in L.A.  El Paso: Cinco Puntos Press, 2002.  [Available from Labor 
Heritage Foundation] 

This illustrated, bilingual book tells the story of Carlito, whose mother is a janitor in downtown L.A.. 
Based on the Justice for Janitors strike of April 2000, for children in grades 4–6.  
 
Cronin, Doreen and Betsy Lewin.  Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type.  NY: Simon & Schuster, 2000.  
Farmer Brown’s cows become literate and then strike for better working conditions; a funny tale that 
actually appeals to adults more than children.  Also available as a DVD from Scholastic. 
 
Ella Jenkins and a Union of Friends Pulling Together (CD/audiotape). Smithsonian Folkways, 1999.   

[Available from Labor Heritage Foundation] 
“Designed to open a wider concept of being part of a union” to young children through a variety of 
songs, rhymes, and stories, this recording is gentle and welcoming in the Ella Jenkins tradition.   
 
Gourley, Catherine. Good Girl Work : Factories, Sweatshops, And How Women Changed Their Role 

In The American Workforce. Brookfield, Conn.: Millbrook Press, 1999. 
A history of the work girls have done over the years in the U.S.; for young adults. 
 
Hoose, Philip.  We Were There Too! Young People in U.S. History.  N.Y.: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 

2001. 
Brief biographies of young people who were active participants in historical events and social 
movements.  Include our own Jessica Govea, who as a teenager was a founding member of the 
United Farm Workers. 
 
Kraft, Betsey Harvey.  Mother Jones: One Woman’s Fight for Labor.  N.Y.: Clarion Books, 1995.   
YA (young adult) biography of the radical labor organizer who believed one should “Pray for the dead 
and fight like hell for the living”. 
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Lyon, George Ella & Cardinale, Christopher.  Which Side Are You On?: The Story Of A Song.  Cinco 

Puntos Press, 2011. 
The story of this classic labor song, written in 1931 by Florence Reece, of a coal miner’s family, told 
through the eyes of Florence’s daughter.  
 
McCully, Emily Arnold.  The Bobbin Girl. N.Y.: Dial, 1996. 
Recounts the everyday life of ten-year old Rebecca Putney who lives in a boarding house and works 
in a cotton mill.  Is Rebecca brave enough to join a protest against a pay cut?  Beautifully illustrated. 
 
Paterson, Katherine.  Lyddie. N.Y.: Puffin Books, 1991. 
A young girl goes to work in the mills of Lowell, Massachusetts, hoping to save  enough money to 
reunite her family; for young adults.  Paterson is a popular, award-winning young adult author. 
 
Wright, Sarah.  A. Philip Randolph: Integration in the Workplace.  Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Silver 

Burdett Press, 1990.  
The biography of an influential labor and civil rights leader who worked tirelessly in the struggle for 
basic rights in the workplace and in society for African Americans. 
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  THE GLOBAL ECONOMY, GLOBAL UNIONS 
 
Anderson, Sarah, et al.  The Field Guide to the Global Economy, revised ed.  N.Y.:  New Press, 

2005. 
Using charts, tables, and cartoons, this book aims to make “the international economy 
comprehensible for everyone and reveals the harmful effects of corporate-driven globalization”.  
 
Bank-Muñoz, Carolina. Transnational Tortillas: Race, Gender, and Shop-floor Politics in Mexico and 

the United States.  Ithaca: ILR Press, 2008. 
Study of two factories owned by the same tortilla company, one on the U.S. side of the border, one in 
Mexico. 
 
Barndt, Deborah. Women Working The NAFTA Food Chain : Women, Food & Globalization.  

Toronto : Second Story Press, 1999. 
 
Bronfenbrenner, Kate.  Global Unions: Challenging Transnational Capital Through Cross-Border 

Campaigns.  Ithaca, ILR Press, 2007. 
How do unions deal with multinational corporations?  These articles, the outgrowth of a 
groundbreaking conference of unionists and researchers from around the world, discuss innovative 
strategies unions are using in the new global economy.  An excerpt from this book is available from 
the ILR Digital Commons: http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/books/33/  
 
Ellwood, Wayne.  The No-Nonsense Guide to Globalization, 3rd ed. New Internationalist, 2010. 
Clear explanations in under 150 pages. 
 
Featherstone, Liza. Selling Women Short: The Landmark Battle for Worker’s Rights at Wal-Mart.   

N.Y.: Basic Books, 1994. 
In telling the story of Dukes v. Wal-Mart, the largest class-action discrimination lawsuit in history, 
Featherstone also reveals how the Wal-Mart culture systematically devalues and underpays the 
women of their workforce. 
 
Korte, David C.  When Corporations Rule the World, 2nd ed. S.F.: Berrett-Koehler, 2003. 
An explanation of how economic globalization has concentrated power in global corporations, with 
devastating results for people and the environment.  
 
Louie, Miriam Ching Yoon.  Sweatshop Warriors: Immigrant Women Workers Take on the Global 

Factory.  South End Press, 2001. 
Louie, an activist and organizer, tells the stories of Chinese, Mexican, and Korean women workers 
who have organized for change in transnational sweatshops and in the home. 
 
Martens, Margaret, Mitter Swasti, eds. Women in Trade Unions: Organizing the Unorganized.  

Geneva: International Labor Office, 1994.  
Sixteen case studies on organizing women workers in female-dominated occupations and industries 
around the world.  Examples: domestic workers in Brazil, homeworkers in Canada, workers' 
education for rural workers in Africa.  A source of ideas and inspiration.  
 

http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/books/33/
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Plankey-Videla, Nancy. We Are in This Dance Together: Gender, Power, and Globalization at a 

Mexican Garment Firm.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers Univ. Press, 2012. 
The author worked for 9 months as a machine operator in a Mexican garment factory, enabling her to 
interview and witness events leading up to a female-led strike and its aftermath. 
 
Real World Globalization: A Reader in Business, Economics, and Politics. 11th ed. Dollars and 
Sense, 2011. 
These articles provide a primer on issues including “trade and financial institutions, work in the global 
economy, international debt, and global environmental, health, and resource issues.” 
 
STITCH.  Pushing Back: Women Workers Speak Out on Free Trade.  Wash. DC: STITCH, 2004. 
This publication “explores the impact of free trade on women workers” in Central America and the 
U.S. in their own words.  These are the stories of women organizing in the garment, agricultural, and 
health care industries.  (English & Spanish).  [Order directly from STITCH: 
http://www.stitchonline.org/documentation.asp] 
 
WEBSITES: 
 
CORPWATCH 
http://www.corpwatch.org/index.php 
A collection of news, commentary, and research tutorials on corporate accountability issues globally. 
 
GLOBAL WOMEN'S ACTIVISM: SELECTED SITES (Rutgers University) 
http://libguides.rutgers.edu/global_women   
Links to organizations and online resources “devoted to worldwide women's activism”. 
 
INTERNATIONAL AND COMPARATIVE LABOR RELATIONS (SMLR LIBGUIDE) 
URL: http://libguides.rutgers.edu/international  
This guide to information sources was developed for Rutgers students, but it includes many website 
on globalization, corporate accountability and international labor that can be used by anybody. 
 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO) 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm  
This is an enormous web site, containing a wealth of publications, databases, and documents on 
working standards, conditions, and programs around the world.  One place to start is the Topics 
section, where you can look up information on domestic workers, gender equality, informal economy, 
etc. 
 
SOLIDARITY CENTER 
http://www.solidaritycenter.org/  
The AFL-CIO started the American Center for International Labor Solidarity in 1997 to assist workers 
around the world.  A number of publications on the struggle for workers’ rights in individual countries 
can be found in the Publications section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.solidaritycenter.org/
http://www.stitchonline.org/documentation.asp
http://www.corpwatch.org/index.php
http://libguides.rutgers.edu/global_women
http://libguides.rutgers.edu/international
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
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  LABOR STUDIES 
  
 
Buhle, Mari Jo & Paul Buhle, eds. It Started in Wisconsin: Dispatches from the Front Lines of the 

New Labor Protest. Verso, 2012.  
Essays and reports by academics and workers who were there. 
 
Clark, Paul F. Building More Effective Unions. Ithaca, ILR Press/Cornell University Press, 2000. 
Clark, a labor professor at Penn State, offers strategies on how unions can utilize recent social 
science research in a number of areas, including leadership, organizing, and union culture. 
 
Fantasia, Rick & Kim Voss.  Hard Work: Remaking the American Labor Movement.  Univ. California 

Press, 2004. 
A critique of the labor movement. 
 
Getman, Julius G.  Restoring The Power Of Unions: It Takes A Movement.  New Haven [Conn.] : 

Yale University Press, c2010.  
Using HERE, Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees, as an example, Getman argues that 
innovative organizing strategies and a strong commitment to rank-and-file membership are vital to 
labor’s resurgence. 
 
Katz, Daniel and Richard A. Greenwald, eds. Labor Rising: The Past and Future of Working People 

in America. New Press, 2012. 
One of several books published this year on the future of the labor movement after Wisconsin and 
during the Occupy movement.  Authors include Ruth Milkman, Dana Frank, and Frances Fox Piven. 
 
Krupat, Kitty and Patrick McCreery, eds.  Out at Work: Building a Gay-Labor Alliance.  Minneapolis: 

Univ. of Minnesota Press, 2001.   
Articles on the continuing challenges faced by gay and lesbian workers on the job.  Kitty Krupat is a 
member of the NE Women Summer School planning committee. 
 
Mason, Patrick L., ed.  African Americans, Labor and Society: Organizing for a New Agenda.  Detroit: 

Wayne State Univ. Press, 2001. 
“Statistical, historical, legal and public policy analyses that highlight the possibilities and challenges 
confronting the labor movement as well as the special concerns of African Americans.” 
 
Markowitz, Linda Jill. Worker Activism After Successful Union Organizing. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 

2000. 
A thought provoking study of two different organizing drives that argues for continuing worker 
involvement during and after the campaign. 
 
Parker, Mike and Martha Gruelle.  Democracy Is Power: Rebuilding Unions From The Bottom Up.  

Detroit: Labor Notes, 1999. 
 
Milkman, Ruth and Kim Voss.  Rebuilding Labor: Organizing and Organizers in the New Union 

Movement.  Ithaca: ILR Press, 2004. 
Recent research and analyses of recent labor organizing campaigns, including Justice for Janitors, 
Union Summer, plus studies of the people who do the organizing—organizers and union leaders. 
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Yates, Michael.  Why Unions Matter.  NY: Monthly Review Press, 1998.   
This is Yates’ answer to those workers who think unions are only after their dues.  He writes 
persuasively about collective bargaining, union structure, labor law, sexism & racism. 
  
Yates, Michael, ed. Wisconsin Uprising: Labor Fights Back. NY: Monthly Review Press, 2012.  
Sixteen essays about Wisconsin, lessons learned, the struggle beyond Wisconsin. 
 
 
Blogs and Websites On the Labor Movement 
 
AFL-CIO Now 
http://www.aflcio.org/Blog/  
Articles from a group of AFL-CIO writers on political, economic, and labor events and trends. 
 
AFSCME Blog 
http://www.afscme.org/blog  
 
Edwize: Education News and Opinion (AFT) 
http://www.edwize.org/  
Blogging on NYC schools since 2005. 
 
Interfaith Worker Justice 
http://www.iwj.org/blog 
 
Labor’s Edge, California Labor Federation 
http://www.californialabor.org/ 
“Views from the California Labor Movement”; good articles on a variety of subjects. 
 
Union Review 
http://unionreview.com/ 
An “interactive publication of labor-related news and views” featuring links to local and national news 
articles and union web sites. 
 
Wisconsin State AFL-CIO Blog 
http://wisaflcio.typepad.com/wisconsin-state-afl-cio-blog/ 
 
 
For additional blogs, see the sidebars of the AFL-CIO and California Labor Federation’s blogs. 
 

http://wisaflcio.typepad.com/wisconsin-state-afl-cio-blog/
http://www.aflcio.org/Blog/
http://www.afscme.org/blog
http://www.edwize.org/
http://www.iwj.org/blog
http://www.californialabor.org/
http://unionreview.com/
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  LABOR EDUCATION 
 
Burke, Bev, et al.  Education for Changing Unions.  Toronto: Between the Lines Productions, 2003. 
Applying the principles of popular education to labor unions, the authors discuss the job of union 
educator, designing effective education programs, and “our favorite union education activities”.   
[available in U.S. through Highlander bookstore] 
 
Highlander Research and Education Center 
http://www.highlandercenter.org/ 
This popular education and research organization collects and produces resource materials for 
popular educators and organizers, and sponsors popular education programs at its home in 
Tennessee.  See the Bookstore section for books and videos by them and other similar grassroots 
organizations. 
 
Project South.  Popular Education for Movement Building: A Project South Resource Guide, Vol. II.  

Atlanta: Project South.   
[Order from website:  http://www.projectsouth.org/resources/books-a-publications ] 

Workshops on Work & Wages, Public Education & Movement Building, plus facilitation tips, group 
guidelines.   
 
UALE (United Association For Labor Education) 
http://www.uale.org/ 
UALE is the professional association of university and union labor educators. In addition to 
information on its conferences, this is where you can find out about the regional women’s union 
summer institutes, the Labor Studies Journal, and position announcements in the field.  For 
resources on labor and popular education, see the Resources section plus conference materials in 
the Conferences section.  For lists of university/college labor programs, see Member Lists and non-
members in the Weblinks section. 
 
Wertheimer, Barbara Mayer, ed.  Labor Education for Women Workers. Phil.: Temple Univ. Press, 

1981.  
How to put together training and education programs for union women.  Written by labor educators, 
many of whom have been involved in summer schools past and present.  
 
WILD: Women’s Institute for Leadership Development (MA) 
http://www.wildlabor.org/ 
If you are from Massachusetts, you need to know about WILD. 
 
Zinn Education Project: Teaching a People’s History 
http://zinnedproject.org/posts/category/explore_by_theme/labor 
Resources and lesson plans for teaching a “people’s history” to middle and high school students.

http://zinnedproject.org/posts/category/explore_by_theme/labor
http://www.highlandercenter.org/
http://www.projectsouth.org/resources/books-a-publications
http://www.uale.org/
http://www.wildlabor.org/
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  LABOR LAW 
  
 
The resources below are not a substitute for consulting with an attorney, but they will give you 
background and an idea of how our legal system works when it comes to union and workers’ rights.  
The law is constantly changing, make sure whatever sources you use are up-to-date and written by 
experts in the field. 
 
Bravo, Ellen, and Ellen Cassedy. 9 to 5 Guide to Combating Sexual Harassment: Candid Advice 

from 9 to 5, The National Association of  Working Women, updated ed.  Milwaukee: 9to5 
Working Women Education Fund, 2000.  

This popular guide focuses on working (not executive) women, using real-life stories to illustrate what 
sexual harassment is and the most effective ways to prevent or fight it.  [Order from CLUW or UCS] 
  
Feldacker, Bruce.  Labor Guide to Labor Law, 4th ed. N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 2000. 
Text on labor law written from a labor, rather than management, perspective. 
 
Gregory, Raymond F.  Encountering religion in the workplace: the legal rights and responsibilities of 

workers and employers.  Ithaca : ILR Press, 2011. 
 
Outten, Wayne N., Robert J. Rabin and Lisa R. Lipman. The Basic ACLU Guide to the Rights of 

Employees and Union Members, 2ND ed. rev.  Southern Illinois Univ. Press, 1994. 
Useful, inexpensive, packed with information on your rights as a worker and a union member in a 
question-and-answer format. 
 
Repa, Barbara Kate. Your Rights in the Workplace, 9th ed.  Nolo Press, 2010.  [E-book version also 

available] 
Nolo Press is known for its easy-to-use legal guides.  This recent edition covers all aspects of 
employment law. 
 
Schwartz, Robert M.  The FMLA Handbook: A Union Guide to the Family and Medical Leave Act, 

Rev. 4th ed including 2008 regulatory changes.  Cambridge: Work Rights Press. 
See author’s website for order info & chapter one online: http://www.workrightspress.com/index.html.  
 
Schwartz, Robert M.  The Legal Rights of Union Stewards, 4th ed.  Cambridge: Work Rights Press, 

2006. [For order info & chapter one online: http://www.workrightspress.com/index.html.] 
Question-and-answer format; the grievance process, union right to information, duty of fair 
representation.   
 
Yates, Michael.  Power on the Job: The Legal Rights of Working People.  Boston: South End Press, 

1994. 
Readable,informative, written for workers, grounded in a union perspective. 
 
 

http://www.workrightspress.com/index.html
http://www.workrightspress.com/index.html
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WEBSITES: 
 
LEGAL INFORMATION INSTITUTE 
http://www.law.cornell.edu 
This site serves as both a directory to U.S. laws & court decisions and a source for brief explanations 
of legal subject areas.  A good source for the full text of US Supreme Court decisions. 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
http://www.dol.gov 
A huge web site, check here for laws and regulations (original language and summaries), forms, 
contacts for DOL divisions, full text of DOL publications. 
 
ELAWS: DOL EMPLOYMENT WORKPLACE LAWS    
http://www.dol.gov/elaws 
 
U.S. NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
http://www.nlrb.gov 
Full-text of most NLRB publications, explanations of the National Labor Relations Act, full-text of 
NLRB decisions back (as of this writing) to 1979. 
 
PUBLIC SECTOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING LAWS 
http://www.afscmestaff.org/LaborLinks/ll-cb-bargaininglaws.htm  
 
 
State Labor & Employment Legislation 
Collective bargaining laws for public sector workers, wage & hours laws, unemployment and worker’s 
compensation laws, and laws governing a number of other employee rights areas such as 
whistleblowing are State Laws.  For the text of these laws and the regulations that enforce them, 
check the labor department of your state government web site. 

http://www.afscmestaff.org/LaborLinks/ll-cb-bargaininglaws.htm
http://www.law.cornell.edu/
http://www.dol.gov/
http://www.dol.gov/elaws
http://www.nlrb.gov/
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U.S. POLITICS & ECONOMICS 

 
 
Barone, Michael & Michael E. Cohen. The Almanac of American Politics, 2010.  Wash., D.C.: 
National Journal, 2010. 
The Almanac, published every two years, is a unique blend of facts and analysis; it includes profiles 
of every member of Congress and state governors, narrative profiles of all states and House districts, 
plus analyses of demographic, political, and cultural factors related to the latest elections.  
 
Bobo, Kim.  Wage Theft in America: Why Millions of Working Americans Are Not Getting Paid - And 

What We Can Do About It.  New Press, 2008. 
 
Heintz, James & Nancy Folbre.  The Ultimate Field Guide to the U.S. Economy: A Compact and 

Irreverent Guide to Economic Life in America.  NY: The New Press, 2000. 
Economics made clear from those progressive people at the Center for Popular Economics. 
 
The State of Working America, http://stateofworkingamerica.org/ 
This outstanding publication, formerly available every two years in print format, is now offered online 
from its parent organization, the Economic Policy Institute.  Demographic data and economic 
indicators are analyzed, resulting in eye-opening graphs and charts on income, wages, jobs, 
unemployment, wealth, and poverty.  (There will be another print volume in January 2013.) 
 
 WEBSITES: 
 
USA.GOV   
http://usa.gov  
A portal for U.S. government information; go here first if you’re not sure where to search. 
 
THOMAS  
http://thomas.loc.gov  
The web site of Congress, check here for bills, laws, committee reports, and anything related to the 
work of the House of Representatives or the Senate. 
 
PROJECT VOTE SMART  
http://www.vote-smart.org  
This non-profit organization is dedicated to providing information on political candidates. 
 
FACTCHECK.ORG 
http://factcheck.org/  
This nonpartisan ‘consumer advocate’ for voters aims to reduce the level of deception and confusion 
in U.S. politics by monitoring the factual accuracy of what is said by major U.S. political players.  
 
OPEN SECRETS  
http://www.opensecrets.org  
Detailed information on PAC and individual campaign fund contributions. 
 
ECONOMIC POLICY INSTITUTE 
http://epinet.org/ 
Briefings and reports on economic issues such as minimum wage, trade policies, employment 
trends. 

http://epinet.org/
http://stateofworkingamerica.org/
http://usa.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.vote-smart.org/
http://factcheck.org/
http://www.opensecrets.org/
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EMPLOYMENT POLICY RESEARCH NETWORK (EPRN) 
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/ 
Sponsored by the Labor and Employment Research Association, EPRN offers policy papers based 
on “evidence-based research and experience.” 
 
CENTER FOR AMERICAN WOMEN AND POLITICS (Eagleton Institute) 
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/index.php  
Factsheets and research on women office holders in the U.S. 
 
INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN’S POLICY RESEARCH 
http://www.iwpr.org/  
IWPR conducts research on women and employment, work and families, and related issues.  Many 
of their reports can be downloaded free from their web site. 
 
NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT LAW PROJECT (NELP) 
http://www.nelp.org 
An advocacy organization that promotes progressive public policies via research and publication.  
See web site for reports on labor standards, living wage, immigration, and workforce development. 
 

http://www.nelp.org/
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/index.php
http://www.iwpr.org/
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    RESEARCH SKILLS  
 

 
Basch, Reva & Mary Ellen Bates. Researching Online for Dummies, 2nd ed.  Foster City, CA: IDG 

Books, 2000. 
Basch and Bates are leaders in the online research field. 
 
Hetherington, Cynthia Business Background Investigations: Tool and Techniques for Solution Driving 

Due Diligence. Facts on Demand Press, 2007. 
Competitive intelligence techniques and sources. 
 
Hock, Randolph.  The Extreme Searcher’s Internet Handbook, 3rd.  CyberAge Bks., 2010. 
A guide for research professionals; even if you think you know it all, you will learn something. 
 
 
WEBSITES: 
 
HOW TO DO CORPORATE RESEARCH  
http://www.corp-research.org/howto  
Comprehensive guide from Phil Mattera’s Corporate Research Project, developed for activists. 
 
FACTS@YOUR FINGERTIPS: AN INTERNET RESEARCH MANUAL FOR AFSCME ACTIVISTS 
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/for-leaders/facts-at-your-fingertips-an-internet-research-
manual-for-afscme-activists 
One of the best research guides on the web, not just for AFSCME members. 
 
THE INTERNET PUBLIC LIBRARY 
http://ipl.org  
Quick guide to online reference books. 
 
REFDESK 
http://www.refdesk.com  
Fast facts, figures, definitions, the web site you’ll wonder how you ever did without. 
 
SEARCH ENGINES & DIRECTORIES: 
 
GOOGLE / GOOGLE ADVANCED SEARCH   
http://www.google.com 
http://www.google.com/advanced_search 
Try the Advanced Search page.  It’s easy to use and can be very helpful in narrowing down your 
search. 
 
GOOGLE SCHOLAR 
http://scholar.google.com/ 
Locates online academic materials (research papers, scholarly articles, etc.).   
 
 
 
 
 

http://scholar.google.com/
http://www.corp-research.org/howto
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/for-leaders/facts-at-your-fingertips-an-internet-research-manual-for-afscme-activists
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/for-leaders/facts-at-your-fingertips-an-internet-research-manual-for-afscme-activists
http://ipl.org/
http://www.refdesk.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/advanced_search
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Hints for Using Search Engines: 
 

o If possible, use unique terms. 
o Identify phrases by using quotation marks 

 example:  “chocolate turtles” instead of chocolate turtles 
o If you don’t get any results, think of synonyms 

 example:  “medical care” or “health care” 
o If you get too many results, explore the advanced features of the search engine 

 Can you search by key word in title? 
 Can you limit the date? 
 Can you limit the domain (.edu, .org)? 

o Use credible web sites, by recognizable authors or organizations. 
 

Remember that not everything is on the Internet!  If you can’t find anything after using the above 
hints, try the print resources or online databases available through public libraries and local colleges. 
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  SAFETY & HEALTH 
 
AFSCME Women's Rights Dept. Domestic Violence: An AFSCME Guide for Union Action. 

Washington. D.C.: AFSCME.   [Available free online: 
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/for-leaders/domestic-violence-an-afscme-guide-for-
union-action 

 
AFT Health & Safety Fact Sheets: http://www.aft.org/issues/healthsafety/workplace/factsheets.cfm  
 
CDC. Women’s Safety and Health Issue at Work. 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/women/  
 
Askari, Elaine.  Violence on the Job: A Guidebook for Labor and Management. Berkeley: Labor 

Occupational Health Program, 1997. 
 
Bonomo, Perry & Daniel Seidler.  Why Does Working @ My Computer Hurt So Much?  N.Y. 

ErgAerobics, 1999. 
Easy-to-use guide to preventing and alleviating RSI (repetitive stress injury) symptoms.  Many 
stretches and exercises for neck, back, shoulders, even face. 
 
CLUW Center for Research and Education.  Health Fact Sheets on topics such as menopause and 
osteoporosis can be downloaded from their web site: http://www.cluw.org/publications.html 
 
HealthyWomen 
http://www.healthywomen.org/  
HealthyWomen Community 
http://community.healthywomen.org/ 
CLUW is supporting this new initiative, a place where women can find independent expert 
information about health issues and discuss them. 
 
Labor Occupational Health Program.  Collective Bargaining for Health and Safety: A Handbook for 

Unions.  Berkeley: LOHP, 2000.  [order at http://www.lohp.org/projects/unionhealth.html] 
Sample contract language from actual contracts on such topics as worker information and training, 
specific hazards, right to act, joint labor-management activities, protective measures, injured workers. 
 
Labor Occupational Health Program.  Tools of the Trade—A Health & Safety Handbook for Action.  

LOHP, 2006. 
Includes tools for winning safety improvements, examples of successful health and safety 
campaigns, and strategies for workplace advocacy. 
 
See the following Internet sites for additional occupational safety & health publications: 
 
CPWR—The Center for Construction Research and Training 
http://www.cpwr.com/rp-overview.html  
 
Labor Occupational Health Program 
http://www.lohp.org/ and click on “publications”. 
In addition to above, LOHP offers books and training guides for union workers on hospital hazards, 
cosmetology health & safety, computer workstation health & safety, violence on the job and more; 

http://www.lohp.org/
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/for-leaders/domestic-violence-an-afscme-guide-for-union-action
http://www.afscme.org/news/publications/for-leaders/domestic-violence-an-afscme-guide-for-union-action
http://www.aft.org/issues/healthsafety/workplace/factsheets.cfm
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/women/
http://www.cluw.org/publications.html
http://www.healthywomen.org/
http://community.healthywomen.org/
http://www.lohp.org/projects/unionhealth.html
http://www.cpwr.com/rp-overview.html
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many publications are bi-lingual, some are online only (& free!). 
 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html 
A wealth of online information sheets, studies, training materials, AV materials on all OSH aspects, 
including reproductive health, stress, health care workers.  Also provides a gateway to health and 
medical databases of articles and chemical information. 
 
New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health (NYCOSH) 
http://www.nycosh.org 
In addition to current news & data, NYCOSH has an excellent collection of links to online resources 
in the areas of industry and workplace hazards. 
 
National Council for Occupational Safety and Health: 
 
Materiales y Informacion en español, http://www.coshnetwork.org/node/16  
 
Materials in Other Languages, http://www.coshnetwork.org/node/197 
 
Tools for Trainers, http://www.coshnetwork.org/node/15  
Links to curricula and workbooks from a variety of organizations. 

 
 
 

http://www.coshnetwork.org/node/15
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html
http://www.nycosh.org/
http://www.coshnetwork.org/node/16
http://www.coshnetwork.org/node/197
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  UNION SKILLS 
 
Bernhardt, Debra.  How to Keep Union Records: A Guide for Local Union Officers and Staff.  

Washington, D.C.: Labor’s Heritage Press, 1992.  [out-of-print; check nearest labor library or 
archives] 

 
Shaw, Catherine M. The Campaign Manager: Running and Winning Local Elections,3rd ed.  

Westview Press, 2004. 
Written with political elections in mind (the “local” is geographic), some of these how-to’s can be 
applied to running for union election or to support a labor-friendly candidate.  This is a very 
elementary book, best for political beginners in small cities or towns. 
 
Hoff, Ron.  "I Can See You Naked: A New Revised Edition of the National Bestseller on Making 

Fearless Presentations.  Kansas City: Andrews and McMeel, 1993. 
Public speaking tips; nervousness, voice, what to do with your hands. 
 
Lund, John.  Auditing Local Union Financial Records: A Guide for Local Union Trustees.  Ithaca, N.Y. 

: ILR Press, 1992. 
 
Parliamentary Procedure Made Simple: The Basics, 2nd ed.  Robert McConnell Productions, 1994.  

video, 1 hr, 20 min. 
All About Motions.  Robert McConnell Productions, 1996.  video, 1 hr. 40 min., 2 vol. 
Videos based on Robert's Rules of Order. [Order online: http://www.parli.com/main.htm or order from 
McConnell Productions, 1-800-532-4017] 
 
Robert III, Henry M. Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised In Brief, 2nd edition.  Da Capo Press, 

2011. 208p. 
 
Salzman, Jason.  Making the News: A Guide for Nonprofits and Activists, rev. ed.  Basic Bks, 2003. 
How to generate news coverage for your union, updated to include online news sites. 
 
Williams, Eesha.  Grassroots Journalism.  N.Y.: Apex Press, 2000. 
“A practical manual for doing the kind of newswriting that doesn’t just get people angry, but active—
that doesn’t just inform, but inspires.” 
 
Zimmerman, Doris P.  Robert’s Rules in Plain English.  N.Y.: HarperResource, 1997. 
For beginners to parliamentary procedure; a more advanced book will be needed for more advanced 
meetings. 
 
 
 
Good to know: 
The original 1916 Robert’s Rules of 
Order is available free on the web:  
http://www.bartleby.com/176/  

6. Stating the Question. 
When a motion has been made and seconded, it is the 
duty of the chair, unless he rules it out of order, 
immediately to state the question — that is, state the 
exact question that is before the assembly for its 
consideration and action….  

 
 

http://www.bartleby.com/176/
http://www.parli.com/main.htm
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WOMEN WORKERS TODAY—(MOSTLY US. & CANADA) 
  
Briskin, Linda, and Patricia, eds. McDermott. Women Challenging Unions: Feminism, Democracy, 

and Militancy. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1993.    
Activist and feminist struggles in the Canadian labour world.  
 
Browne, Irene, ed.  Latinas and African American Women at Work: Race, Gender and Economic 

Inequality. N.Y: Russell Sage Foundation, 1999. 
 
Cobble, Dorothy Sue, ed.  The Sex of Class: Women Transforming American Labor.  Ithaca: ILR 

Press, 2007. 
A collection of articles that explore “how the sex of workers matters in understanding the jobs they 
do, the problems they fact at work, and the new labor movements they are creating.”  Authors include 
Ruth Milkman, Katie Quan, Janice Fine, and Karen Nussbaum. 
 
Cobble, Dorothy Sue. ed. Women and Unions: Forging a Partnership. Ithaca: ILR Press, 1993.  
Over 30 articles on leadership, organizing, homework, temporary and part-time work, meeting family 
needs, and the wage gap.  
 
Costello, Cynthia B. et al., eds.  The American Woman, 2001-2002: Getting to the Top.  N.Y.: Norton, 

2001. 
Sponsored by the Women’s Research and Education Institute, a collection of essays on women’s 
leadership status in several fields, including Lois Gray’s article on women’s leadership in labor 
unions. 
 
Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America.  N.Y.: Metropolitan Books, 

2001. 
Investigative journalist Ehrenreich tries to make ends meet as a waitress, cleaning person, and 
salesperson; written with intelligence and clarity, this is an excellent, very readable book.  
 
Eisenberg, Susan.  We’ll Call You If We Need You: Experiences of Women Working Construction.  

Ithaca: ILR Press, 1998. 
The experiences of 30 women who entered the construction industry during the past 20 years, and 
found endless challenge, collected by a master electrician/poet. 
 
Franzway, Suzanne and Fonow, Mary Margaret. Making Feminist Politics: Transnational Alliances 

between Women and Labor. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2011. 
Case studies examining the experiences of union feminists in various contexts, both American and 
international. Includes such topics as wages and equity, child care, work-life balance, and LGBT 
issues. 
 
Harley, Sharon and the Black Women and Work Collective.  Sister Circle: Black Women and Work.  

New Brunswick:  Rutgers Univ. Press, 2002. 
A collection of articles exploring the history and meaning or work for black women. 
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LaTour, Jane.  Sisters in the Brotherhoods: Working Women Organizing for Equality in New York 
City. Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

In this exciting book, LaTour traces the struggles and triumphs of the women who broke into the 
skilled trades in NYC.  You will probably see at least one familiar name here, and certainly identify 
with their stories. 
 
Ling, Huping.  Voices of the Heart: Asian American Women on Immigration, Work, and Family.  

Truman State University Press, 2007. 
The stories of women who immigrated to the U.S. from China, Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Laos, India 
and Pakistan; the women talk about their experiences in a new culture, with their families, and in the 
workplace. 
 
Ortiz, Altagracia, ed.  Puerto Rican Women and Work: Bridges in Transnational Labor.  Philadelphia: 

Temple Univ. Press, 1996. 
Historical, statistical, sociological articles on women workers in Puerto Rico and the U.S. mainland. 
 
Roth, Silke.  Building Movement Bridges: The Coalition of Labor Union Women. Westport, Conn.: 

Praeger, 2003. 
A study of CLUW, based on the author’s dissertation. Scholarly, the book contains very little about 
the regional summer schools, though Silke did attend a Northeast school at UConn.  

 
 
WEB SITES: 
 
COALITION OF LABOR UNION WOMEN (CLUW) 
http://www.cluw.org/  
 
FEMINIST MAJORITY FOUNDATION 
http://www.feminist.org/  
 
NON-TRADITIONAL EMPLOYMENT FOR WOMEN (NEW) 
http://www.new-nyc.org/ 
 
U.S. WOMEN’S BUREAU 
http://www.dol.gov/wb/ 
 
U.S. WOMEN’S BUREAU PUBLICATIONS include: 
Women in the Labor Force: A Databook (2011 ed.): http://www.bls.gov/cps/wlf-databook2011.htm  
Nontraditional Jobs for Women, 2009:  http://www.dol.gov/wb/factsheets/nontra2009.htm  
 

http://www.dol.gov/wb/factsheets/nontra2009.htm
http://www.cluw.org/
http://www.feminist.org/
http://www.new-nyc.org/
http://www.dol.gov/wb/
http://www.bls.gov/cps/wlf-databook2011.htm
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  WOMEN’S LABOR HISTORY 
 
These titles are a starting point.  For a more complete list, see the Tamiment Library’s online guide to 
 Women's History Resources in the Tamiment Library:  
http://nyu.libguides.com/tamiment_womens_history 
 
Baxandall, Rosalyn, and Linda Gordon. America's Working Women: A Documentary History, 1600 to 
the Present, rev. ed. N.Y.: W.W. Norton, 1995.   
Revised to include more on Native American, African American, Hispanic, Asian American women, 
rural labor, current issues.  
 
Cobble, Dorothy Sue.  Dishing It Out: Waitresses and Their Unions in the Twentieth Century. 

Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1991. 
 
Deslippe, Dennis A. Rights, Not Roses : Unions And The Rise Of Working-Class Feminism,1945-80. 

Urbana : University of Illinois Press, 2000. 
 
Devault, Ileen A.  United Apart: Gender and the Rise of Craft Unionism.  Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press, 

2004. 
 
Dray, Philip.  There is Power in a Union: The Epic Story of Labor in America.  Doubleday, 2010. 
Well-reviewed, recent history of the U.S. labor movement. 
 
Foner, Philip S. Women and the Labor Movement. N.Y.: Free Press, 1979.  
A comprehensive history of women and trade unions in the U.S.  Two editions are available: the 
original 2-volume edition, and a condensed 1-volume version.  
 
Jones, Jacqueline. American Work: Four Centuries of Black and White Labor. N.Y.: W.W. Norton, 

1998. 
Jones explores the history of labor through the lens of politics and economics that determined in 
different times what occupations were suitable for which group of individuals. 
 
Jones, Jacqueline. Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work and the Family, From 

Slavery to the Present.  N.Y.: Vintage, 1985.  
Jones wrote this book in response to the lack of material on black working women.  
 
Kessler-Harris, Alice.  Out to Work: A History of Wage-Earning Women in the United States.  Oxford 

Univ. Press:  1983, 2003.  
Cited as “the single best survey of transformation of women's paid and unpaid work from the colonial 
period to the present” (AHR); the 2003 anniversary edition has been updated. 
 
Kessler-Harris, Alice. Women Have Always Worked.  N.Y.: Feminist Press, 1981.  
An excellent, very readable history of women's work in and out of the home.  
 
Hatton, Erini.  The Temp Economy : From Kelly Girls To Permatemps In Postwar America.  Phil: 
Temple University Press, 2011. 
 
Maffley-Kipp, Laurie.  Women’s Work: An Anthology of African-American Women’s Historical 
Writings from Antebellum America to the Harlem Renaissance. Oxford Univ. Press, 2010. 
Murolo, Priscilla, A.B. Chitty, and Joe Sacco (illus.).  From the Folks Who Brought You the Weekend: 
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A Short Illustrated History of Labor in the United States.  New Press, 2003. 
 
Von Drehle, David.  Triangle: The Fire That Changed America.  NY: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2003. 
This well-reviewed book has brought new attention and interest to the tragedy that was a turning 
point for organizing immigrant needle trade workers and instigating health and safety practices. 
 
Wertheimer, Barbara Mayer. We Were There: The Story of Working Women in America. Phil.: 

Temple Univ. Press, 1977.    
The first readable history of working women in America, written when Barbara could not find a 
suitable text to use with union women.  Barbara was also the founding spirit of the UCLEA Women's 
Summer Schools. 
 
White, Julie. Sisters & Solidarity: Women and Unions in Canada.  Toronto: Thompson Educational 

Publishers, 1993.  
A comprehensive, up-to-date history.  
 
 
WEB SITES: 
 
THE TRIANGLE FACTORY FIRE 
http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire 
Excellent multimedia site created by the Cornell ILR Kheel Center and UNITE!; history, photographs, 
documents, oral histories, cartoons, research guide for high school students. 
 
WOMEN'S HISTORY RESOURCES IN THE TAMIMENT LIBRARY   
http://nyu.libguides.com/tamiment_womens_history  
Online version of a guide to scholarly resources (books, records, videos, etc.), including a section on 
Internet resources. 
 
WORKING WOMEN, 1870 – 1930 (Harvard University Libraries Open Collections Program) 
http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/ww/  
Digital collection of books, pamphlets, photographs, and manuscripts from Harvard’s libraries 
“exploring women’s roles in the U.S. economy between the Civil War and the Great Depression”.  
Still in process, and growing.  

http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/ww/
http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire
http://nyu.libguides.com/tamiment_womens_history
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WOMEN’S LABOR HISTORY – BIOGRAPHY 
 
Cook, Alice Hanson & Arlene Kaplan Daniels.  A Lifetime of Labor: The Autobiography of Alice H. 

Cook. N.Y.: Feminist Press, 1999.     
Alice Cook’s energy was legendary.  She died at the age of 94, leaving behind a lifetime of labor 
organizing, education, and research.  Cook spoke to NE Summer School sisters several times; each 
experience was inspiring. 
 
Cordery, Simon. Mother Jones: Raising Cain and Consciousness. Albuquerque : University of New 

Mexico Press, 2010. 
Newest biography of Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, who was instrumental in the history of both the 
labor movement and late-19th-century America. 
 
Downey, Kristen, The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR'S Secretary 

of Labor and His Moral Conscience.  NY: Doubleday, 2009. 
Highly praised biography of Perkins, who was instrumental in forming the New Deal policies that 
changed workers’ lives during the Great Depression and after. 
 
Forten, Charlotte L. and Ray Allen Billington, ed.  The Journal of Charlotte Forten : A Free Negro In 

The Slave Era.  N.Y.: Norton, 1981 (repr. 1953). 
There are several editions of the diaries of Charlotte Forten, writer, teacher, and anti-slavery activist. 
 
Gorn, Elliott J.  Mother Jones : The Most Dangerous Woman in America.  N.Y.: Hill & Wang, 2001. 
Well-reviewed biography of Mary Harris Jones, fighter of rights for the mine workers. 
 
Height, Dorothy I.  Open Wide The Freedom Gates: A Memoir.  NY: Public Affairs, 2003. 
Dr. Height talks about her life as a civil rights leader with power.  You can also hear her discuss her 
memoir here:  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1292880 
 
Jackson, Carlton.  Child of the Sit-Downs: The Revolutionary Life of Genora Dollinger.  Kent State 

University Press, 2008. 
You know Genora Johnson Dollinger if you’ve seen the documentary With Babies and Banners; she 
helped create the Women's Emergency Brigade and became one of the strike's leaders. Her labor 
activism continued after the strike, and this is her story. 
 
O'Farrell, Brigid, and Joyce L. Kornbluh. Rocking the Boat: Union Women's Voices, 1915-1975.  N.J.: 

Rutgers Univ. Press, 1996.  
In 1975, Kornbluh directed an oral history project that recorded the "stories" of 54 union women 
pioneers.  Their voices were direct, their stories inspiring and fascinating. This book presents 11 of 
these stories. 
 
O'Farrell, Brigid. She Was One Of Us: Eleanor Roosevelt and The American Worker. NY: ILR Press, 

2010. 
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This excellent book explores Eleanor Roosevelt’s staunch and lifelong connection to the American 
labor movement. 
 
Orleck, Annelise.  Common Sense & A Little Fire: Women and Working-Class Politics in the United 

States, 1900-1965.  Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1995. 
The absorbing story of the labor and family lives of Rose Schneiderman, Fannia Cohn, Pauline 
Newman, and Clara Lemlich.  
 
O'Sullivan, Judith, and Rosemary Gallick. Workers and Allies: Female Participation in the American 

Trade Union Movement, 1824- 1976.  ILR Press, 1975.  
Excellent reference book on women's labor history. 
 
Painter, Nell Irvin.  Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol.  N.Y.: W.W. Norton, 1997. 
A well-known historian, takes a new look at the life and the legend.  
 
Pastorello, Karen. A Power among Them: Bessie Abramowitz Hillman and the Making of the 

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America.  Univ. of Illinois Press, 2008..   
This biography rescues Hillman from the shadow of labor leader husband Sidney, and relates her 
limitless energy in union organizing, and civil rights activism. ,  
 
Perez, Frank, with Dolores Huerta.  Dolores Huerta.  Raintree, 1996. 
A “young adult” book, informative and readable.  
 
Richards, Yevette.  Maida Springer: Pan-Africanist and International Labor Leader.  Univ. of 

Pittsburgh. Press, 2000. 
Springer lived an amazing life as a black woman active in the ILGWU and later the AFL-CIO.  This 
study focuses on the latter part of her career.  (Springer visited the N.E. Summer School several 
years ago.) 
  
Seldon, Bernice. The Mill Girls: Lucy Larcom, Harriet Hanson Robinson, Sarah G. Bagley.  NY: 

Atheneum, 1983.     
One of the few biographies of Sarah Bagley. 
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WOMEN’S LABOR HISTORY – 
 
BREAD AND ROSES: THE 1912 LAWRENCE STRIKE 
 

 
 
Books 
A wealth of material has been published on the Lawrence Strike, the I.W.W., and this 
turbulent period in U.S. history.  These titles give a good basic history of the strike or give 
insight into the roles of women in the strike and the textile mills. They should all be available 
through your local public library; if your library doesn’t have the title, request it through 
interlibrary loan. 
 
Cahn, William. Lawrence, 1912: The Bread and Roses Strike. New York: Pilgrim Press, 
1980. 
Primarily a pictorial history of the Lawrence Strike.  [out­of­print, check libraries.] 
 
Cameron, Ardis. Radicals of the Worst Sort: Laboring Women in Lawrence, 

Massachusetts, 1860­1912. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993. 
This book focuses on women’s participation in textile mill strikes, paying close 
attention to the women who rebelled against economic and gender hierarchies. 
 
Flynn, Elizabeth G. The Rebel Girl: An Autobiography,My First Life (1906­1926). New 

York: International Publishers, 1973. 
IWW organizer and talented orator, Gurley Flynn was a key figure in the Lawrence 
Strike and the inspiration for Joe Hill’s song “Rebel Girl”.  Her autobiography covers 
her life up to 1926. 
 

Kornbluh, Joyce L. Rebel Voices: An I.W.W. Anthology. Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 1964.  
This book tells the story of the I.W.W., and includes one chapter about the 
Lawrence Strike.  It’s a wonderful resource for Lawrence Strike songs such as 
“The Eight­Hour Song” and “In the Good Old Picket Line”.   

 
McPherson, John B. The Lawrence Strike of 1912. Boston: The Rockwell and Churchill 

Press, 1912. (Reprinted from the September, 1912, Bulletin of the National 
Association of Wool Manufacturers, Boston, Mass.)  Available Free Online: 
http://www.archive.org/stream/lawrencestrike00mcphgoog#page/n5/mode/2up 

This is a highly readable contemporary account of the strike, 46­pages long. Although 
published by an industrial association, the writer aims “to tell in a truthful manner the story 
of the great labor outbreak which convulsed Lawrence last winter”, and concludes that all 
sides could learn lessons from the events. 
 
Moran, William. The Belles of New England: The Women of the Textile Mills and the 

Families Whose Wealth They Wove. New York, N.Y: Thomas Dunne Books/ St. 
Martin's Press, 2002.  

http://www.archive.org/stream/lawrencestrike00mcphgoog#page/n5/mode/2up
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An engaging read outlining the rise and fall of the textile industry in New England, the 
amazing wealth produced for a select few families, and industry flight to the South to 
escape unions.     
 
Nutter, Kathleen B. The Necessity of Organization: Mary Kenney O'Sullivan and 

Trade Unionism for Women, 1892­1912. New York: Garland Pub, 2000.  
This book focuses on women’s unionism as well as Mary Kenney O’Sullivan’s key role 
as a negotiator in the Lawrence Strike.   
 
Report on the Strike of Textile Workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts in 1912, 62nd 

Congress, 2nd Session, Senate Document 870 (Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office, 1912). 

Available Free Online: 
http://www.archive.org/stream/cu31924054583020#page/n1/mode/2up 
This government document includes striking statistics and details about the Lawrence 
Strike.   
 
Watson, Bruce. Bread and Roses: Mills, Migrants, and the Struggle for the American 

Dream. New York: Viking, 2005.  
A vivid and thorough historical account of the strike for “bread”, a living wage, and 
“roses”, dignity.    
 

 
 
Children’s Books 
 
Baker, Julie. The Bread and Roses Strike of 1912. Greensboro, N.C: M. Reynolds Pub, 
2007. 
This book presents the struggles and commitment of the mill workers through the use 
of vivid photographs, well organized chapters, and a timeline. (160 pages, Ages 10+) 
 
Bartoletti, Susan C. Kids on Strike! Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999. 
Kids on Strike! examines the role that young adults played in labor strikes throughout 
the 19th and 20th centuries. It includes one chapter on the Lawrence Strike.  (208 pages, 
Ages 9+) 
 

http://www.archive.org/stream/cu31924054583020#page/n1/mode/2up
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McCully, Emily A. The Bobbin Girl. New York: Dial Books for Young 
Readers, 1996.  
Based on the life of Harriet Hanson Robison, this story offers a glimpse 
into the life of a 10 year old bobbin girl working in 19th century Lowell, 
Mass.  (picture book, Ages 5+) 
 
 
 

Paterson, Katherine. Bread and Roses,Too. New York: Clarion Books, 2006.  
The award winning author of “Bridge to Terabithia” brings the Lawrence strike to life in this 
historical fiction novel featuring a boy and girl embroiled in the Bread and Roses Strike. 
Note:  This book won the New York Public Library Best Books for Teen Age in 2007.  (288 
pages, Ages 10+)  
 
 
Online Videos 
 
“Collective Voices" Bread and Roses Commemorative Video. 
View Free Online:  http://www.massaflcio.org/node/198811 
This 20­minute video, created by the Mass. AFL­CIO in collaboration with the Lawrence 
Heritage State Park, is a good introduction to the strike and the conditions which gave rise 
to it. The video features original photographs and text taken from letters and testimonies of 
workers and employers. 
 
The Path: Fall of the Pemberton; Online Tour of Lawrence, Mass. 
View Free Online:  http://tourlawrence.org/   
The Pemberton Mill collapse of 1860 is still considered one of the worst industrial accidents 
in U.S. history.  Although predating the Lawrence strike by 52 years, many of the conditions 
that existed then still existed in 1912. This award­winning tour of the mill successfully uses 
historical and current footage to draw you into the Pemberton Mill story. 
 
Bread & Roses Strike Centennial 2012/Lawrence History Channel (YouTube). 
Highlights and excerpts from events commemorating the Bread & Roses Textile Strike of 
1912 in Lawrence, Massachusetts. View Online: 
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7878F338097BFEB3&feature=plcp  
 
 
Podcasts  
 
100 Years Later, Bread and Roses Strike Still Echoes 
http://radioboston.wbur.org/2012/01/12/bread­and­roses 
From NPR’s Boston station, a radio program that looks at the Lawrence Strike and its 
relevancy to today’s struggles, including the Occupy movement. Features historians Ardis 
Cameron and Robert Forrant.  
 
Bread and Roses Strike Centennial  
http://www.wgbh.org/programs/The­Callie­Crossley­Show­855/episodes/Wed­11112Bread­

­Roses­Strike­Centennial­35068 

http://www.wgbh.org/programs/The-Callie-Crossley-Show-855/episodes/Wed-11112Bread--Roses-Strike-Centennial-35068
http://www.massaflcio.org/node/198811
http://radioboston.wbur.org/2012/01/12/bread-and-roses
http://www.wgbh.org/programs/The-Callie-Crossley-Show-855/episodes/Wed-11112Bread--Roses-Strike-Centennial-35068
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From WGBH, a briefer (10­minutes) interview with Robert Forrant about the Lawrence 
Strike. 
 
Websites 
 
Bread and Roses Centennial Exhibit 
http://exhibit.breadandrosescentennial.org/ 
The Lawrence History Center and the Bread and Roses Centennial Committee created an 
online exhibit of the 1912 Lawrence Strike that includes maps, a timeline and an excellent 
historical portrayal of the local community.  For information about the physical exhibit 
located at Everett Mill in Lawrence, Massachusetts, visit 
http://exhibit.breadandrosescentennial.org/node/76/ 
 

The Bread and Roses Centennial Committee 
http://www.breadandrosescentennial.org/ 
The central web site for the committee and its activities. 
 
The Bread and Roses Heritage Committee  
http://www.breadandrosesheritage.org/ 
The Bread and Roses Heritage Festival, an annual Labor Day 
festival in Lawrence, has special meaning this year. 
 

 
Web Sites Featuring Historical Documents and Music 
 
Bread and Roses Song 
http://unionsong.com/u159.html 
James Oppenheim published the poem “Bread and Roses” in 1911 and it was turned into a 
song during the Lawrence strike.  It was set to music in 1974 by Mimi Fariña and has been 
recorded by Judy Collins, John Denver and various other artists.    
 
Camella Teoli Testifies About the 1912 Lawrence Textile Strike 
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/61/ 
Fourteen year old millworker testifies before Congress about unsafe working conditions.   
 
The Fighting Women of Lawrence 
http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/webedition/app/documents/show.php?sangerDoc=3
04679.xml 
Margaret Sanger, a member of a committee that brought striker’s children to New York, 
writes a first­ hand account of the process through which children left Lawrence during the 
strike.   
 
The Lawrence Strike: A Study 
http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/12may/deland.htm 
Written in 1912, this newspaper article in the Atlantic Monthly reflects on the importance of 
the Lawrence Strike.   
 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/12may/deland.htm
http://exhibit.breadandrosescentennial.org/
http://exhibit.breadandrosescentennial.org/node/76/
http://www.breadandrosescentennial.org/
http://www.breadandrosesheritage.org/
http://unionsong.com/u159.html
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/61/
http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/webedition/app/documents/show.php?sangerDoc=304679.xml
http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/webedition/app/documents/show.php?sangerDoc=304679.xml
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Lawrence Textile Strike­ Photographs 
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/1912/labor_problem/Lawrence.cfm 
This history website features many photographs of the Lawrence Strike.  
 
Proclamation of the Striking Textile Workers of Lawrence.  
http://litlink.ket.org/ged/ss/unit1/proclamation.html 
Created by the workers in the IWW (Wobblies) in 1912, this proclamation calls 
attention to the desires for “decent and honorable lives” and “clean food” while 
protesting “starvation” wages and police brutality.   
 
Remembering the Great Strike of 1912 
These interesting articles are a great overview of the strike.   
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012­01­11/remembering­the­great­strike­of­
1912­part­1­echoes.html 
 
1912 Textile Strike Put Women in the Line of Fire 
http://www.apwu.org/laborhistory/08­2_breadandroses/08­2_breadandroses.htm 
Written by the American Postal Workers Union, this article explains some of the 
roles women played in the Lawrence Strike.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This section was compiled and written by Cathryn Miller. 
 
 

http://www.apwu.org/laborhistory/08-2_breadandroses/08-2_breadandroses.htm
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/1912/labor_problem/Lawrence.cfm
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-11/remembering-the-great-strike-of-1912-part-1-echoes.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-11/remembering-the-great-strike-of-1912-part-1-echoes.html
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  YOUNG WORKERS 
 
 
AFL-CIO. Young Workers: A Lost Decade.   Washington, D.C., 2009. 
http://www.bergermarks.org/resources/young_workers_2009_report.pdf 
A 48-page survey examining of young workers’ economic attitudes and hopes for the future. 
 
Berger-Marks Foundation.  Stepping Up, Stepping Back:  Women Activists Talk 'Union' Across 
Generations.   
http://www.bergermarks.org/news/2010/stepupstetback.php 
In March 2010, the Berger-Marks Foundation sponsored a “cross-cultural, cross-generational two-
day summit for women activists to help identify what turns young women on to unions and what turns 
them off”.   
 
CAW.  Local Youth Committee Handbook. 2010. 
http://www.caw.ca/en/8808.htm 
CAW sees local youth committees as entry points into the union for young workers.  This 40-page 
handbook outlines best practices. 
 
C AW. Planning for Generational Change:  Youth and the CAW.  2008. 
www.caw.ca/assets/pdf/08-Chapter_19.pdf  
The Canadian Auto Workers introduced this 5-page discussion paper at its 2008 conference.  It 
explores “the issues and challenges of the generational shift coming as younger workers begin to 
become more active in the CAW”, and talks about the CAW Youth Network. 
 
Educause.  Mentoring Kit. 
http://www.educause.edu/mentoring  
There are many ways of developing a mentoring program.  Educause, a nonprofit organization, 
describes different types of programs and gives resources for developing your own.  Many of these 
programs are for higher education or IT organizations, but the ideas can be applied to unions. 
 
Montes, Marlena, and Ken Margolies. Youth and Unions (ILR Working Paper).  Cornell ILR, 2010.   
http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/workingpapers/104 
This study looks at the issues facing young people and unions and how unions are seeking to 
organize and involve young workers and members. 
 
U.S. Dept. of Labor.  Youth + Labor: Resources for Young Workers (web site). 
http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/studentworkers.htm 
Summarizes laws and regulations related to young people in the workforce, including relevant 
industries, with links to more comprehensive information 
 
Young Workers Health and Safety Website 
http://www.youngworkers.org/ 
A project of the California Resource Network for Young Worker Health and Safety.  
 
 
 

http://www.youngworkers.org/
http://www.bergermarks.org/resources/young_workers_2009_report.pdf
http://www.bergermarks.org/news/2010/stepupstetback.php
http://www.caw.ca/en/8808.htm
http://www.caw.ca/assets/pdf/08-Chapter_19.pdf
http://www.educause.edu/mentoring
http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/workingpapers/104
http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/studentworkers.htm
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JOURNALS & NEWSLETTERS 
 
Dollars and Sense.  Bimonthly. 
[29 Winter St., Boston, MA 02108, 617-447-2177, http://www.DollarsAndSense.org] 
Explains U.S. and international current economic issues from a left perspective.  Many articles on 
work and unions. 
 
Labor News for Working Families.  Labor Project for Working Families.  Quarterly. 
[LPWF, IIR, 2521 Channing Way #5555, Berkeley, CA 94720; 510-643-7088; http://www.working-
families.org] 
Newsletter of union activities and resources. 
 
Labor Notes, Labor Education & Research Project.  Monthly 
[7435 Michigan Ave., Detroit MI 48210; (313) 842-6262; http://www.labornotes.org] 
Articles from an activist viewpoint; useful Resources list. 
 
New Labor Forum. Labor Resource Center, Queens College, CUNY.  Biannually. 
[LRC, Queens College, 25 West 43rd St., NYC 10036; 212-827-0200; http://www.newlaborforum.org/] 
Articles, fiction, poetry, and discussion of contemporary work issues.  Selected articles are available 
online. 
 
WorkingUSA.  M.E. Sharpe.  Bimonthly. 
[http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/submit.asp?ref=1089-7011] 
Labor-oriented journal with readable articles on current, provocative issues by journalists & 
academics. 
 
 

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/submit.asp?ref=1089-7011
http://www.dollarsandsense.org/
http://www.working-families.org/
http://www.working-families.org/
http://www.labornotes.org/
http://www.newlaborforum.org/
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  MUSIC 
Music has always been an integral part of Summer School.  If you would like to 
listen to “labor music” at home or at your union meetings (or in the office!), here are 
some suggestions, mostly women-oriented.  You can purchase these CD’s from 
the Labor Heritage Foundation (see Sources section) or from CDBaby, an online 
distributor of independent music (.http://www.cdbaby.com/home). 

 
 
Linda Allen  
Women's Work   
Songs about women's real work, from building ships to soothing the sick. 
 
Brooklyn Women's Chorus  
The Power of Song  
Where Women Rule  
Directed by our own Bev Grant, the Chorus sings songs of labor, peace and justice, many of which 
will be familiar to summer school alums.  Web Site:  http://www.brooklynwomenschorus.com/  
 
Coal Mining Women   
Re-release of songs by Hazel Dickens, Florence Reese, Phyllis Boyens, Sarah Gunning and others.  
 
DC Labor Chorus  
DC Labor Chorus– 2-song CD 
Includes "Welcome Union Members" and "Health Care Stomp" 
Songs of Freedom & Justice 
Web site: http://www.laborheritage.org/?p=579 
 
Emma’s Revolution (Pat Humphries and Sandy O) 
See web site to listen to or buy music: http://emmasrevolution.com/ 
 
Anne Feeney  
Dump the Bosses Off Your Back 
Have You Been to Jail for Justice? 
Look to the Left  
Union Maid   
United We Bargain, Divided We Beg 
Web Site: http://www.annefeeney.com/   
  
Bev Grant  
We Were There: Songs of Women's Labor History  
Relive Labor History Night with this CD;  accompanying songbook . 
For more from Bev, see her web site: http://www.bevgrant.com/index.html  
 
Pat Humphries  
Hands     
Named for Humphries' cover of Phil Ochs' unreleased song. Includes No Sweat and We Were 
There. 
 
Ella Jenkins 
Ella Jenkins and a Union of Friends Pulling Together     
Labor songs and recitations for children; wonderful for the under 6 set. 
 

http://www.bevgrant.com/index.html
http://www.brooklynwomenschorus.com/
http://www.laborheritage.org/?p=579
http://emmasrevolution.com/
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Tom Juravich  
Out of Darkness      
Songs from the United Mine Workers movie. 
 
Charlie King and Karen Brandow  
Puppet Town    
Songs of political puppets, corporate rats, and ordinary people all over the world struggling to make it 
better. 
 
Charlie King and Martha Leader  
Steppin' Out    
With We Just Come to Work Here and World Turned Upside Down. 
 
New York City Labor Chorus  
Hats Off to Labor 
In Solidarity      
15 songs, with Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee. 
Workers Rise: Labor in the Spotlight   
Features union songs as well as lively selections from gospel, jazz, classical, and folk traditions. 
Web site: http://www.nyclc.org/  
 
Pipets  
- The chorus of the Harvard Union of Clerical and Technical Workers (AFSCME)  
Gonna Build A Union      
 
Smithsonian Folkways  
 
We Just Come to Work Here, We Don't Come to Die     
Songs of work and safety by Sweet Honey in the Rock, Laurel Blaydes, Anne Feeney, Joe Glazer, 
Larry Penn, and others. 
 
Woody at 100: The Woody Guthrie Centennial Collection 
A 150-page large-format book with 3 CDs containing 57 tracks, including Woody’s most important 
recordings such as the complete version of “This Land Is Your Land.”  
 
And, just for fun, here are The 25 Best Work Songs: 
http://music.yahoo.com/blogs/list-of-the-day/the-25-best-work-songs-for-labor-day.html 

http://music.yahoo.com/blogs/list-of-the-day/the-25-best-work-songs-for-labor-day.html
http://www.nyclc.org/
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FILMS & VIDEOS 
 
These films are available from various sources, including Netflix, Amazon, and your public or labor 
library (if you don’t see it, ask the librarian to order it)..   
 
For more labor and work-related film titles, try:  
 
Labor Film Database, http://laborfilms.com,  Over 1,000 films listed. 
 
Labor Film Festival Database:  http://laborfilms.com/category/a-labor-film-festivals/ 
 Listing of labor film festivals around the world. 
 
DC Labor Filmfest: http://www.dclabor.org/ht/d/ProgramDetails/i/23256/pid/46784  
This annual film festival screens the latest and best. 
 
Look Back: Labor and the Moving Image:    http://lookbacklabor.blogspot.com/  
 A “curated online exhibit” featuring films and videos about and by organized labor.  There is an 
interesting range of titles here, from current videos supporting union strikes to the 1954 blacklisted 
Salt of the Earth. 
 
FILMS 
 
American Dream. 1992, directed by Barbara Kopple.  

The story of the Hormel strike, by the Academy Award-winning director. 
 
Bread and Roses. 2000, directed by Ken Loach. * 

The Justice for Janitors struggle is personalized in this engaging film with the fictional story of 
Maya, a newly arrived illegal immigrant, who joins up with an idealistic organizer and other 
workers to fight for better working conditions.   

 
Clockwatchers. 1998, directed by Jill Sprecher, starring Parker Posey, Lisa Kudrow.   

Initially funny but finally disturbing film about the lives of temporary office workers. 
 
Eyes on the Fries, Young Workers in the Service Economy.  2003, directed by Casey Peek. 

This short film examines the rise of the low-wage service sector and the young people who work 
in it.  Some organizing efforts are shown, including the successful struggle to raise the minimum 
wage in SF.  It can be ordered from the Berkeley Labor Center: 
http://laborcenter.berkeley.edu/youngworkers/  
 

Frontline:  Is Wal-Mart Good For America? (PBS).  2004, Hendrick Smith, senior correspondent. 
Originally broadcast on public television, this documentary tries to answer the title question by 
contrasting U.S. job losses with China’s busy factories with American people’s quest for low-
price products.  You can watch parts of this program online:
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/walmart/ 

 
The Fight in the Fields:  Cesar Chavez and the Farmworkers’ Struggle.  Produced, directed, and 

written by Rick Tejada-Flores and Ray Telles; Paradigm Productions/PBS, 1997. 
This documentary “follows the first successful organizing drive of farm workers in the United 
States”.  Includes footage of our own Jessica Govea Thornbourne.   

 
La Ciudad (The City). 1998, Zeitgeist Films.   

This highly praised film tells four stories about recent illegal immigrants to New York City, giving 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/walmart/
http://laborfilms.com/
http://www.dclabor.org/ht/d/ProgramDetails/i/23256/pid/46784
http://lookbacklabor.blogspot.com/
http://laborcenter.berkeley.edu/youngworkers/
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insight into their hopes and struggles. Written & directed by David Riker; Spanish-language with 
English subtitles. 

 
Life + Debt.  2001, directed by Stephanie Black, narration written by Jamaica Kincaid. 

An unforgettable look at the poverty that lies behind the luxurious  tourism of the island of 
Jamaica, and a dissection of the effect globalization has had on the workers and the economy. 

 
The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter. 1980, directed by Connie Field, distr. by Direct Cinema.   

A wonderful history of the "Rosies" who worked in the factories during World War II and who 
were forced out when the men returned, told by five “Rosies”. 

 
Live Nude Girls Unite!  2000, directed by Julia Query & Vicky Funari. 

Query, a performance artist and former dancer, tells the story of a group of strippers in San 
Francisco who got fed up with their working conditions and formed the first Exotic Dancers 
Union. 

 
Made in L.A.  2007, directed by Almudena Carracedo. 

A documentary about three Latina immigrants, workers in Los Angeles garment sweatshops, 
who meet at the Garment Worker Center and campaign, for what turns out to be three years, for 
basic labor protections.  Originally broadcast on public television (P.O.V.), this film can be 
purchased at http://www.madeinla.com/ 

 
Made in Dagenham 2010, directed by Nigel Cole, starring Sally Hawkins, Bob Hoskins, Miranda 

Richardson. 
In 1968, women workers went out on strike over equal pay at the Ford Dagenham, Great Britain. 
This popular, well-reviewed film is a dramatization of that protest. 

 
Matewan. 1987, directed by John Sayles.  

A tale of the bitter clash between union and coal company, told with the beauty and simplicity of 
folk ballads. Shows the important roles women played in the mining community. 

 
Newsies.  1992, directed by Kenny Orgeta, starring Christian Bale.   

A Disney film about early-20th century newsboys who organize (and sing while doing it).  Good 
for helping kids understand the importance of solidarity. 

  
Norma Rae. 1976, directed by Martin Ritt, starring Sally Field, Ron Leibman.    

Based on the real-life story of Crystal Lee Sutton, a textile worker who joined forces with a labor 
organizer to unionize a Southern mill. 

 
North Country. 2005, directed by Niki Caro, starring Charlize Theron, Frances McDormand. 

A single mother takes a job in the coal mine to make a living wage, but finds that the female 
miners are abused and humiliated by the other workers.  But when she sues for sexual 
harassment, the other women are too scared to join her. 

 
Potiche. 2010, directed by Francois Ozon, starring Catherine Deneuve & Gerard Depardieu. 

Catherine Deneuve as a housewife who unexpectedly needs to take over labor negotiations with 
Depardieu, the leader of the unionized workers in her husband’s umbrella factory.   

 
Salt of the Earth. 1954, directed by Herbert Biberman.   

Gripping story about the struggle of a New Mexican mining community for better working 
conditions, which explores roles of women, class, and human dignity.  Film-makers themselves 
were blacklisted.   (This film is available on various web sites.) 

 

http://www.madeinla.com/
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Schmatta: Rags to Riches to Rags, 2010, directed by Marc Levin. 
This HBO Documentary is not available for distribution as of this writing, so hopefully you can 
see it at a film festival or on television.  It is the story of what happened to the NYC garment 
industry, whittled down to nothing by automation and globalization  Labor figures prominently 
in the story. 
 

Silkwood.  1983, directed by Mike Nichols, starring Meryl Streep, Cher.   
The fictionalized story of Karen Silkwood, who struggled for safe working conditions at the 
nuclear plant where she worked, and was mysteriously killed. 

 
Triangle: Remembering The Fire.  2011, HBO Documentary Films. 
See web site for summary and related materials:  
http://www.hbo.com/documentaries/triangle-remembering-the-fire/index.html  
 
Union Maids, 1977, directed by Julia Reichert, distr. by New Day Films, 48 min.   

The fascinating stories of Sylvia, Kate, and Stella, who tell the way things really were back in the 
days when people risked their lives and jobs to organize trade unions.  Interviews intercut with 
newsreel footage. 

  
Uprooted: Refugees of the Global Economy.  2001, directed by Sasha Khokha, Ulla Nilsen, Jon 

Fromer, and Francisco Herrera. 
An award-winning documentary that weaves together the stories of three immigrants, illustrating 
how the global economy has forced immigrants to leave their home countries.  It can be 
purchased from NNIRR. 

 
We Are Wisconsin, The Film: This Is What Democracy Looks Like. 2012. 
http://wearewisconsinthefilm.com/ 
The film asks the question “Why should we care about what’s going on in Wisconsin?,” on multiple 
levels, through an in-depth profile of six leading individuals central to the story. 
 
With Babies and Banners: The Story of the Women's Emergency Brigade, 1978, directed by Lorraine 
Gray, distr. by New Day Films.  

The “untold story” of the Women’s Emergency Brigade, the working women, wives, mothers, 
sisters, who were the backbone of the 1937 Flint Sitdown Strike. 

 
The Women of Summer: An Unknown Chapter of American Social History.  1985, Filmakers Library.  

The story of the first working women’s “summer school” at Bryn Mawr College under the 
inspiring leadership of Hilda “Jane” Smith. 

 

http://wearewisconsinthefilm.com/
http://www.hbo.com/documentaries/triangle-remembering-the-fire/index.html
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ORDERING INFORMATION & SOURCES FOR LABOR TITLES 
 

To Order Books Online: 
 
POWELL’S CITY OF BOOKS (unionized bookstore) 
http://www.powells.com 
 
AMAZON 
http://www.amazon.com   (largest inventory) 
 
For Resources Cited in This List: 
 
BEVGRANT.COM 
http://www.bevgrant.com  
Find out about Bev’s latest gigs here, and buy music by Bev and the Brooklyn Women’s Chorus. 
 
Bloomberg BNA  BOOKS 
P.O. Box 7814, Edison, N.J. 08818-7814 
1-800-960-1220 http://www.bnabooks.com  
BNA (Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.) is the largest publisher of labor relations books in the U.S. 
 
CDBABY 
http://www.cdbaby.com 
Small Oregon company that sells music by independent musicians. 
 
CENTER FOR LABOR RESEARCH AND EDUCATION, UCLA 
Box 951478, Los Angeles, CA 90095  
310-794-5982 ; http://www.labor.ucla.edu 
 
CINCO PUNTOS PRESS 
1-800-566-9072  http://www.cincopuntos.com/ 
 
COALITION OF LABOR UNION WOMEN (CLUW) 
1925 K Street NW, Suite 402, Washington, D.C. 20006 
202-223-8360; getinfo@cluw.org; http://www.cluw.org 
 
HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER  
1959 Highlander Way, New Market, TN 37820 
http://www.highlandercenter.org/  [click on “Highlander Bookstore”] 
 
INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN’S POLICY RESEARCH (IWPR) 
Publications 
1707 L Street, NW, Suite 750, Washington, DC 20036. 
202-785-5100 ; http://www.iwpr.org 
 
THE LABOR HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
815 16th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20006 
http://www.laborheritage.org/ 
Large selection of labor-related music (CD’s & audiotapes); also posters, buttons, and selected 
books, including children’s books, poetry, & novels. 
 
LABOR NOTES 
7435 Michigan Ave., Detroit, MI 48210 

http://www.laborheritage.org/
http://www.powells.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bevgrant.com/
http://www.bnabooks.com/
http://www.cdbaby.com/
http://www.labor.ucla.edu/
http://www.cincopuntos.com/
mailto:getinfo@cluw.org
http://www.cluw.org/
http://www.highlandercenter.org/
http://www.iwpr.org/
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(313) 842-6262 (credit card sales only); http://www.labornotes.org/ 
 
LABOR OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
University of California at Berkeley 
2223 Fulton Street, Berkeley, CA 94720-5120 
(510) 642-5507; http://www.lohp.org 
 
LABOR PROJECT FOR WORKING FAMILIES 
2521 Channing Way #5555, Berkeley, CA 94720 
510-643-7088; http://www.laborproject.org 
 
PROJECT SOUTH 
9 Gammon Ave. Atlanta, Georgia  30315 
404-622-0602  http://www.projectsouth.org  
 
ROBERT McCONNELL  PRODUCTIONS 
4303 67th AVE NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
253-265-3184 OR 1-800-532-4017; http://www.parli.com/ 
 
STITCH 
1525 Newton Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20010. 
202-265-3790; http://www.stitchonline.org/newsletter.asp 
 
UNION COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, INC. (UCS) 
165 Conduit St. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
1-800-321-2545;  
https://ssl30.pair.com/unionist/ccp51/cgi-bin/cp-app.cgi 
Central ordering of labor books from a variety of publishers. 
 
WORK RIGHTS PRESS  
Box 391066 
Cambridge MA 02139 
1-800-576-4552, http://www.workrightspress.com/ 
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