Roots and Wings: A Participatory Approach to Labor History

Learning Objectives:  Participants will be able to 

A. Recognize and interpret the historical antecedents of today’s labor movement.

B. Examine historical records and identify key events from labor history.

C. Create a summary of the social, political, and economic forces that had a significant influence on labor history in a particular time period.

D. Compare and contrast labor issues of the past with current issues.

E. Identify and differentiate between union records of legal importance and records of historical importance.

F. Analyze current conditions and generate an action plan.

Reconstructing Labor History, Part I
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
A. Ask each person to use one word to describe labor history
(labour history flip).
B. Each person brainstorms 3 significant events from their own work history. (5 minutes)

C. Report out and Post (10 minutes)

D. In groups of 3, participants brainstorm and identify significant events from their own union history and from the labor movement in general.  (15 minutes)

E. Each group will write the events and (approximate or actual) dates on a piece of paper (one event per sheet). (10 minutes)
F. Participants post and present the results on the timeline starting with the earliest event to the most recent (20 minutes)
G. What did you learn and summary.  Point out key events that may have been missed. (10 minutes)

Materials needed:

1. Three colors of paper for “personal”, “union/workplace”, and “union movement” with “date and event” printed on them.

2. Pieces of masking tape (to post paper)

3. Color markers

4. Butcher block paper with decades of from 1900 to 2001 marked off.

N.B.:
The correct dates of events are not important.

Reconstructing Labor History, Part II
Time: 10:30 a.m. to Noon

(Move to Archives Reading Room)

A. Split group into teams of three people and assign decades by having them pull it out of a “hat”.

B. Each team will need to identify the social, political, and economic events that impacted the labor movement within their assigned time frame.  

C. Participants will be able to look at the following sources of information:

a. The Charter Files

b. The Meany Exhibit on the main floor of the archives

c. The exhibit cases by the cafeteria

d. The AFL-CIO publications

e. The Internet

D. Participants will select an image that best represents their respective time frames.

E. Post findings and image on time line (before lunch)

BREAK FOR LUNCH

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Reconstructing Labor History, Wrap Up – 1:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Report Out – 2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

F. 10 minute report out from each team 

G. Summary (by instructors)

Coffee Break

Time: 3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Reach for the Stars:  Analysis and Action
Time: 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

H. Ask each participant to share one word that describes labor history.

I. Ask each person to share (write on pieces of paper) one or two words on “where you would like the labor movement to be in 5 years?”
J. Post each idea on a star-shaped piece of paper and post around the room.
K. Summary
Materials needed:  color markers (red, blue, green, purple, brown and black) one per team and star-shaped paper.

Questionnaire and discussion

At the River I Stand: film and discussion

Reflection and Analysis: 

Post on six pieces of flipchart paper (in six areas of the room ) the following headings:

a. What are we doing that works?

b. What are we doing that is dysfunctional?

c. What are our biggest threats?

d. What are our greatest opportunities?

e. What resources do we need?

f. What is the action called for in order for us to “reach the stars”

Report out and summary

Materials needed: journals or pieces of paper and envelopes.

