HSA 101, Labor History 

Offered by Indiana University, NW, Labor Studies, 

by arrangement with Ivy Tech and IBEW Apprenticeship Program

Fall 2004





Instructor: Joe Berry

Wed. or Thurs., 4:30-7:30PM


Home phone/fax: 312-733-2172








Email<joeberry@igc.org>

IBEW Local #697

2835 165th St.

Hammond, IN



Texts: 
 Why Unions Matter, Michael Yates (Y)


A Short History of the US Working Class: From colonial times to the twenty-


first century, Paul Le Blanc (LB)


Other reading as handouts in class
Course Requirements: 


1. Class participation and attendance


25%


2. Weekly writing assignments



25%


3. Midterm exam





25%


4. Final exam






25%

1. Attendance and Participation
 Your participation in class will not only help your own learning, but will contribute to your fellow apprentices’ learning as well. Especially in a Union class, learning should contribute to others and for that you need to attend and participate. Much of the information and ideas of the class will be presented only in class, so regular attendance is especially important, Please let me know if you will have to miss class, so we can arrange for you to get hand-outs, etc. If for any reason you decide to drop, please call or write a note to tell why.  Also, I strongly advise you to exchange phone numbers with another student in class to use in these situations.

2.
Weekly reading assignments and comments 

Each week there will be a required reading assignment and possibly optional reading.  Each assignment will include study questions to indicate what you should be learning from the reading and what you need to study for the tests. If you wish, you may  hand in written answers to any or all of the questions.  This is not required.  Many of the answers will be found in one or two paragraphs-, but some will require summing up key points from a number of pages.  If you are not sure about the answers to any questions, ask about them in class. This is meant to make your reading easier and more efficient, not to add to your work.

You are required to hand in a page or less of comments on all the week's reading once a week.  This can include any of the following:


-any questions raised by the reading


-a list of topics or words that you did not understand 


-anything you found surprising, upsetting, or exciting 


-any criticisms of the author 


-any other thoughts or relevant comments, including what is 



happening in-class or in the news.

This should not be an attempt to summarize the reading.  These will only be graded completed, late (1/2) or not completed, and is the way to get credit for doing the reading.  If you have any questions for us to answer in writing, put them down. These papers must be turned in at the beginning of the class, before we talk about the material in class, in order to get full credit.

If you have trouble reading the texts, come see us.  We will spend some time in class discussing how to read history.  It is a special skill, but it can be learned.

3. 
Tests or essays
There will be two tests (take home essays) with a choice of questions. The final will not be comprehensive, but just equal to the midterm.

You may also hand in a book report at any time for extra credit. If you choose do a book review instead of a test, please check with us ahead of time to make sure the book is appropriate. You can refer to the book lists at the end of either of the texts as well as others you may discover.

In writing essays for history, your key concern should be to show that you have thought about the material and that you are clear.  Though I will correct errors in grammar, etc., I will not count off for them if it is understandable. Part of the purpose is to show that you know the material or, for a book report, that you have read the book. Most important is  to show that you can apply the ideas in another context, like the present or the future. 

The final work on essays should be your own, but you can discuss it with others and I encourage you to do so.  You don't need to use outside sources, but if you do, you should cite them.  Same with quotes.  Ask me if you have problems.  I will be glad to advise you or even go over your outline with you.

Schedule

1. 9/1 or 2
Introductions, class description, simulation from Power in Our Hands on 


Organic  Goodies. 

2. 9/8 or 9
Workers and Unions in the Recent Past and Present  



Y: Ch.1,  & 6, Handout from Zinn on Columbus from People’s History of the 



US

3. 9/15 or 16
Organizing: the Common Thread of Solidarity



Y Ch. 2



Handouts on organizing: Bacon on Promise of a Raise is not 




Enough and Bensinger on When We Try More, We Win More

4. 9/22 or 23

IBEW and Building Trades: Crafts and Unions

5. 9/29 or 30

Local Area Labor History (visit to the local history archives at 



Indiana University, NW, in Gary) Assignment to interview an older 


relative.


6 and 7. 10/2 Sat. 
Fieldtrip to labor history sites, including Pullman and the South 



Chicago site of the Memorial Day Massacre in 1937. This trip will 



count as two class meetings and is required. From 8 AM to 3 PM. 



Meet at Training Center. More details will follow. Save the date.

8. 10/6 or 7
Pre-Industrial Workers and Early Industrialization: Craftspeople, 



servants, slaves




LB: Ch. 1-5

9. 10/13 or 14
Gilded Age and the Rainbow Working Class LB Chapter 6-7

10. 10/20 or 21
The Progressive Era and Corruption, LB Ch. 8-9, Yates Ch. 3




Midterm exam due

11. 10/27 or 28
Hardship and Resurgence, the 1930’s,  LB Ch. 10, & handout on first 


sit-down strike from Ruth McKenney, Industrial Valley

12. 11/3 or 4

Second World War and Its Aftermath, LB Ch. 11, & Y, Ch 5

13. 11/10 or 11
Cold War and Social Compact, LB Ch. 12, & handout on film Salt of the Earth
14. 11/17 or 18
American Dream & Unfinished Business, LB Ch. 13, 14, Y, Ch. 4

11/24 or 25      No Class – Thanksgiving holiday.

15. 12/1 or 
Rude Awakenings , Where To, What Next? & Globalization, LB Ch 15-16, 
Y Ch. 7 




Final exam due

