RESOLUTION ON THE FEDERATION DREAM ACT AND THE

DEPORTATION OF MATIAS RAMOS 

Submitted by Kent Wong, UCLA Labor Center

Whereas there are more than two million undocumented immigrant youth and students residing in the U.S. today;

Whereas many of these young people have lived almost their entire lives in the U.S. and had no control over the decision to come to this country;

Whereas more than 65,000 undocumented immigrant students graduate from U.S. high schools every year and many are pursuing a college education;

Whereas because of the broken immigration system undocumented students have no chance to regularize their immigration status, and are currently banished to a life in the underground economy;

Whereas the Federal Dream Act would provide an opportunity for earned legal status for undocumented immigrant youth who are pursuing their college education;

Whereas Matias Ramos, a UCLA graduate who served as the Chair of ”United We Dream,” the national coalition of undocumented student organizations, has emerged as a national leader of this movement; 

Whereas Matias Ramos spoke at the UALE Conference in 2009 and has taken great personal risks to speak out for immigrant youth;

Whereas in March 2010 Matias Ramos was detained by ICE and is currently facing deportation; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that

The United Association for Labor Education will write a letter to President Barack Obama, Senator Harry Reid, and Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi calling on them to stop the deportation of Matias Ramos and all Dream Act students, and to pass the Federal Dream Act during this Congressional session, and will send copies of the letter to the leadership of the AFL-CIO and Change to Win Federation;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

The United Association for Labor Education will encourage their member institutions, both unions and university based labor programs to take similar actions to reach out to President Obama, Senator Reid, and Congresswoman Pelosi, and to send copies to the leadership of the AFL-CIO and Change to Win Federation.

