The Characteristics and Consequences of a Capitalist Economy
Workshop presented by United for a Fair Economy at UALE Conference 2017

1. Introduction and Agenda Review (5 minutes)

a. Listen to this introduction to your facilitators and United for a Fair Economy.
b. Everyone say your name, affiliation (if any) and one thing you hope to get out of this workshop.

2. Where the Wind Blows: Defining Capitalism (15 minutes)

a. We will share a prompt that begins with the phrase, “The wind blows …” For example, “The wind blows for everyone wearing blue jeans.” Everyone for whom that is true must get up and find a different seat. Let’s try: The wind blows for...
b. The last person to find a seat must say what comes to mind when they hear the word “capitalism.” We will record on chart paper in front. The same person then shares another prompt, it must apply to you!
c. Repeat 4-5 times.
d. Read this definition of capitalism in front. What does it have in common with what we’ve listed so far?
i. “An economic system in which a country’s trade and industry are controlled by private owners for profit, rather than by the state.” - Oxford English Dictionary
e. There is nothing natural or inevitable about capitalism. There are many other examples of economic systems that have existed throughout human history, and we believe another fairer economy is possible. Let’s talk about the impacts of the current system.

3. Signs of the Times (20 minutes)

a. We are going to form pairs. In your pairs we want you to reflect on the following question, “How has capitalism impacted you personally?” You each will have four minutes. While one person has the privilege of speaking the other has the privilege of listening. We ask that the listener not respond with advice or commentary from the other person’s reflection, they may simply listen intently to their partner.
b. Once you both have shared we would like to hear from a few volunteers, what are some of the ways capitalism has impacted your life? We will record responses on chart paper in front

4. The Ten Chairs (20 minutes) [Note: not done at UALE]

a. We ask these ten volunteers to line up in front of ten chairs. Each person represents 10% of the U.S. population and each chair represents 10% of private wealth in the U.S. Have a seat. This represents equality. Unfortunately, we live in the U.S. so this is not the true distribution of wealth. Nine of you must leave your seats and share the bottom 2.5 chairs because the top 10% (this person at the end) has 74% of private wealth in the U.S.
b. To the people on the bottom: how do you feel? To the person representing the top 10%, how do you feel? To those observing, what do you see? Thanks to our volunteers.
c. If we took the top 1%, just the arm of our top person, it would have four whole chairs unto itself.

5. Chart on Wealth and Race (10 minutes)

a. Look at this chart on Household Net Worth by Race in the U.S. 2013, What do you see in this chart? Why do you think it’s the case?

6. Rule Changes and Policy Shift  (20 minutes)

a. Read this definition of institutional racism
i. Institutional racism refers specifically to ways in which institutional policies and practices create different outcomes for different racial groups. The institutional policies may never mention any racial group, but their effect is to create advantages for whites and oppression and disadvantages for people from groups classified as non-white.
b. Review Rule Changes and Policy Shift: How have these policies created disadvantage to people of color?

7. Wrap-up & Evaluation (20 minutes)

a. What did you like about this workshop? What would you do differently?
