Final Schedule

UALE 2011, Unfinished Business:

Workers Rights for the Next Generation

Meals provided with conference registration:  continental breakfasts on Thursday, Friday, Saturday; dessert on Wednesday; reception/dinner on Thursday; Awards Banquet on Saturday.  Lunch on Thursday for directors; Lunch on Friday for Women’s Caucus.  

Teaching demonstrations are all in St. Landry Room, Ninth Floor. 
Click on the link below to navigate quickly to the day
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
Wednesday, March 23

9:00 – 12:00: Labor tour of historic New Orleans

Meet in lobby of Loew’s Hotel, 300 Poydras  

Tickets $25, reserve through Verlene Jones at Verlenejazz@msn.com

1:00 – 5:00: Labor Studies Journal editorial board meeting
Orleans Room, Ninth Floor

3:00 – 5:00 UALE Executive Board meeting
Pointe Coupee Room, Ninth Floor

4:00  -- 8:00 Registration opens
Parish Hall, Tenth Floor


Poster boards available for posting papers, materials, artwork

7:00- 8:00 New Member Orientation Everyone welcome 
Coffee, tea, desserts

LaFourche- Pointe Coupee Rooms, Ninth Floor

Welcome, Robert “Tiger” Hammond,  IBEW 130 and New Orleans CLC President. 

8:00 – 10:00 Cananea Report
LaFourche- Pointe Coupee Rooms, Ninth Floor

Immigration/Globalization Working Group

At the 2009 UALE conference we heard from Mexican copper miners and the union women's committee from Cananea, Sonora, about their historic strike which began in 2007. Cananea is just 30 miles from the U.S. border. UALE passed a resolution of support and put out a call for members interested in forming an observer/research team to go to Cananea and report back on findings. The delegation spent close to a week in May 2010. Shortly after their return, Mexican Federal police occupied the mine, town and union hall, and brought contract scabs into the mine. It is clear that Grupo Mexico, one of the world's largest mining conglomerates, and the Mexican government are engaged in a concerted attempt to break the Miner's Union. Indeed the government of Felipe Calderon, with no protest from the Obama administration, has launched a broader reign of terror against independent and democratic unions and appears to want to wipe out the right to strike. The delegation's report on the May 2010 trip and subsequent events will include a discussion of what's at stake for North American workers in this struggle and on what UALE's role should be in observing, educating, and providing support to global labor struggles.
Thursday March 24

7:00  Registration
Continental breakfast for everyone

Parish Hall, Tenth Floor


8:00 – 10:00 Plenary session: What’s Going on in New Orleans?
Louisiana Ballroom, Tenth Floor

Spokespersons from different organizing efforts, union and non-union, throughout New Orleans will provide description of the current dynamics of work and survival.  
Speakers: Saket Soni (NOWCRJ), Norris Henderson, Larry Carter and Claudia Munoz (ROC). 
Other New Orleans activists will be seated at tables among participants for small group question and answer discussion intervals.

Facilitators: Steven Pitts and Verlene Jones 
10:15 – 12:15 Concurrent sessions
All breakout rooms on Ninth Floor

Beauregard Room

Research papers, film industry. 
“A Retrospective on the 2007 Writers Guild Strike." Hurd. 
“Below the Line: The Disorganization and Dispersal of Work in the American Film Industry.”  Rhomberg, Gautney 

LaFourche Room

Panel: “What is Happening with the New Orleans Public School System and Why.”  Teare, Carter, Randels, Smith

Point Coupee Room

Panel.  Immigration/Globalization Working Group session: “What Does Global Solidarity Look Like?” Needleman, Ancel, Lee, Carlos Esquier, Zweig 

St. Landry Room

Demonstration workshop: “Leaders in Training: 1199SEIU Massachusetts’ popular education approach to rank-and-file leadership development”; Dean, Argyres

St. Tammany Room

 Panel: “Can Unions Change? An exploration of how unions are and are not adapting to a rapidly changing environment.” Alvarez, Porter, Berthoud, Eaton, Fine, Schurman.
12:15 - 2:00 Lunch for Union, CBO and University/College Directors 

Louisiana Ballroom 1

Bob Bussel and Cheryl Teare, co-conveners

1:15 – 2:00 Special session: Afghanistan and Labor's Agenda
Point Coupee Room

Zweig

2:00 – 4:00 Concurrent sessions
Beauregard Room
Presentation and discussion on food and politics: “Who Loses and Who Gains from XL?” Nicholas, Chang

LaFourche Room

 Panel: “Political Perspectives on Canadian labor.” 
Larry Savage, Convener 
“Loss for words: Ontario public sector unions respond to austerity measures,” Butovsky; “Strange Bedfellows: strategic voting and the Canadian labor movement,” Savage; 
“Labor, the Courts and the Canadian State: Putting the “Labor Rights” Debate in Historical Context,” Smith;  
“Uneasy Alliances: Canadian Labor and the Quest for Environmental Justice,” Soron; 
“Union Democracy and Labor Rights: Lessons from Canada's Hospital Employees Union,” Walchuk

Pointe Coupee Room

Immigration/Globalization Working Group session: “The Alphabet Soup of Guest Worker Programs: Protecting Workers Rights in the Age of Circular Migration,” Avendano, Soni, Micah-Jones

St Landry Room

Teaching demonstration workshop: “Art for Mobilization: Cartooning/Collage techniques,”  Konopacki

St. Tammany Room

Presentation, workshop: “The Inner Activist Program, considering alternatives to a union activist’s unsustainable life.” Curtin, Laurendeau
4:15 – 6:15 Concurrent sessions
Beauregard Room

Presentation: “Labor and the Movement to Reform American Healthcare,”  Nack, Mericle, Childers 

LaFourche Room 
“Survival Strategies for Labor Education Programs and Labor Education Professionals.”  Simmons, convener. 
“Survival Strategies for Small Programs,” Russo 
“Making labour education a career: the challenges,” Frederick 
“Building political consciousness among students using service learning projects,” Price  
“Non-traditional sources of union staff hires,” Simmons 

Pointe Coupee Room

Two presentations on Women in the Trades  
“Seeking Social Change in the Line Industry through Tradeswomen Advocacy and Social Media.”  Ashbrook
“Unfinished Business: Women’s Access to High Paying Jobs in the Construction Industry,” Moir. Discussant: LaTour

St. Landry Room

Teaching demonstration workshop: “Solidarity Skills: Confidence in Conflict.”  Martin, Carter, Lai

St. Tammany Room

Labor Studies Journal Conference Issue papers, first session. 
Monica Bielski-Boris, guest editor.  
“Debunking the Myth of the Overcompensated Public Employee: The Evidence,” Keefe
“Shakedown in the Shaky Isles: Union Bashing in New Zealand,” McAndrew and Risak 
“From University to Union Classrooms: Students’ Perceptions of Globalization, Unionization, and Education,” Wills
“Emotion and Perception of Labor Unions,” Chang

6:30 – 8:30 Reception 

Food and drink

Parish Hall  

Welcome, Elissa McBride and Helena Worthen
Friday March 25

7:00  Registration

Continental breakfast

Parish Hall

8:00 – 10:00 Plenary: Building a New Labor Movement for the New Economy
Louisiana Ballroom 1

Elise Bryant, Bob Bussel, conveners

Kent Wong, facilitator. 

Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis

Jon Hiatt, Chief of Staff, AFL-CIO

Rachel Micah Jones, Centro de los Derechos del Migrante

Ai-jen Poo, National Domestic Workers Alliance

10:15- 12:15 Concurrent sessions
Beauregard Room

Panel: c Lessons For Union Organizers, Educators, and Activists?”  Early, Rathke, Gapasin, Poe, Ewing

LaFourche Room

Presentation: “United Steelworkers Institute for Career Development: Empowering Workers through Self-designed and Self-directed Education”. Wills, Evans, Wills

Point Coupee Room

Immigration/Globalization Working Group session: “Winning the Fight to Change Our Immigration Laws: Reflections from the Past and a Vision for the Future”, Avendano, Ai-Jen Poo, DREAM Act student

St. Landry Room

Teaching Demonstration Workshop “Organizing the Work to Grow the Unions: The power and potency of labor-community partnerships.”  Grabelsky

St Tammany Room

Individual paper presentations 
“Reflecting the Struggles of Immigrant Workers through Art: the Depression Era Murals of Maxo Vanka,” Tambureno

“Wheel: What the left and right have in common,” Banerjee

“Poverty in the Valley of Plenty: Mexican Families and Migrant Work in California,” Ibarra Salazar

“Challenging Labor Imperialism and Global Climate Change: The Link Between,” Scipes

“They are crusaders in the new American Labor Movement: How Understanding Working-Class Housewives and Labor Union Auxiliaries Can Help to Build a Stronger Labor Movement,” LaBarbera-Twarog

“Some responses to Climate Change by North American Labor,” Mann.
12:30 – 1:45 Women’s Caucus lunch
Louisiana Ballroom 1

Co-conveners: Bielski-Boris, Dowsing-Buie

2:00 – 4:00 Concurrent sessions
Beauregard Room

Worker-Writers Working Group session Sheard, DuLong, Moccio, Niemann, O’Farrell, LaTour 

LaFourche Room

Roundtable. “Labor Education and Organization Development: Insights and Innovations” DuCote
Pointe Coupee Room

Immigration/Globalization Working Group session. “Can Union Members Become Immigration Advocates? Yes, They Can!!!”  Jones, Whitham. 
St Landry Room

Teaching Demonstration Workshop “Creating New Knowledge and Leaders for Movement Building: How Popular Education Works.”  Ewing, Melcher, Needleman, Rosenstein, Schnapp 

St Tammany Room

Labor Studies Journal Conference Issue papers, second session
 “Psychological Perceptions of Unions: Personality, Threat and Opportunity,” Kaminski “Decline or survival: Do European citizens perceive a need for trade unions in the workplace of the 21st century?” Turner, O’Sullivan and D’Art 
“Public perceptions of union efficacy: A twenty country study” Givan, Hipp. 

Monica Bielski-Boris, guest editor 
4:15 – 6:00 Membership Meeting
Louisiana Ballroom 1

Along with the usual reports and action items there will be a report on the membership drive. In 2009 a Task Force was created to assess the future of UALE. One of the recommendations of the Task Force was to conduct a membership drive, including hiring of a membership drive coordinator, which took place in August 2010. At this meeting there will be an opportunity to discuss the drive’s outcomes and implications.

6:00 – Free evening 

Saturday March 26

7:00 Registration

Continental Breakfast

Parish Hall

8:00 – 10:00 Concurrent sessions
Bryant, Bussel, conveners. 

Beauregard Room

Two presentations
“The Family Friendly Workplace: How Unions Win It.” Joyner, Teare.  
“Work-Life issues” Nolan, Sherer, Williams

LaFourche Room

OnLine Learning Working Group: two presentations.  
“Don’t Mourn, Digitize: Online Learning and the Future of Labor Education” Kriger 
“E-Learning is Learning, Too”  Vargo, Walker, Quiero-Tallali

Point Coupee Room

Three research report presentations on leadership
“Taking Leadership Succession Seriously:  Best Practices Among Unions in Identifying, Recruiting and Training Tomorrow's Leadership”, Alvarez 

“Gender and Union Leadership: A Force Field Analysis,”  Kaminski, Pauly

“Working Together as an Effective Team,” PJ Dowsing-Buie.

St. Landry Room

Teaching Demonstration Workshop: “Building Support for the Public Sector: Reframing the Debate, a Workshops for Public Sector Workers and Allies.”   Ewing, Melcher, Wilson, Winning

Tammany Room

Individual paper presentations: 
“Using an Experiential Learning Scenario for Collective Bargaining, “ Ondo, Stevenson “Following the work: Case studies of a public sector union organizing in the private sector,” Hertenstein, Worthen 
“Educating and Training the Next Generation: Assessing the Impact of SEIU Local 32BJ’s Youth Brigade,” Eimer

“Organizing in a Very Hostile Environment,” Berry

“Reviving the Strike: How Working People Can Regain Power and Transform America,” Burns.

10:15 – 12:15 Concurrent sessions
Beauregard Room Concurrent sessions

Union Strategy, three presentations
“Comparing Labor Arbitration Awards in Theft Cases: A Study of Decisions Issued 1979-2008 Involving Public and Private Sector Employers,” Donald, Ralston

“Expedited Arbitration: Pluses and Minuses in Ohio,” Hammel

“From Phone Call to Street Heat: Union Representation Reconsidered,” Bruno, BielskiBoris.

LaFourche Room

Roundtable.  “Program Evaluation in Labor Education.” Taylor, Barry, Chenven, Dunphy, Eimer, Harrison, Hertenstein, Restrepo, Teare, Weinstein, Kaminski. 

Point Coupee Room

Panel: “Driving Justice in the 1970s:  Boston Public School Bus Drivers Confront Racism and Forge a Progressive Trade Union,” Casey, Bruskin, Mendes, Ewing 

St. Landry Room

Teaching Demonstration Workshop: “Solidarity or Exclusion: Exploring the legacy of labor’s response to racism.”  Luse, Winning, Dean, Argyres, Schnapp 

St Tammany Room

 Individual paper presentations, student scholarship winners: 
"Fighting for a Fair Economy?  A Case Study of Two Unions' Political Response to the Economic Crisis of 2008," Leymon, University of Oregon

 “Second Career Teachers and Students with Disabilities:  Important Cultural and Vocational Viewpoints Regarding Student Transitions into the Adult Workforce," Pell, University of Delaware

"From University to Union Classrooms:  Perceptions of Globalization, Unionization and Education," Wills, Illinois State University

"I am a Worker, I am a Student: Young people, labor and the crafting of political identity,” Pickar, Indiana University 
"Lessons from a Champion of Labor:  Harry Van Arsdale Jr. and the Great Recession,” Van Haaren, Cornell University

 “Purple Politics:  SEIU 1199 Florida Organizing in Economic, Demographic and Electoral Dynamism.” Moscoso, Cornell University

 “From University to Union Classroom: Perception of Globalization, Unionization and Education,” Wills

Joan Hill, convener

12:30 – 2:30 Awards Lunch
Louisiana Ballroom 1

Elissa McBride, MC

Mike Wisnewski, Coordinator

Presenters: Elise Bryant, Verlene Jones, Joan Hill, Lynn Feekin, Bob Bruno and Michelle Kaminski, Kent Wong

Awards will be given for

Outstanding Contribution to the field 

Outstanding Contribution honorable mention 

Student awards 

Best Book 

Best Labor Studies Journal article 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

3:00 – 5:00 E-Board meeting

Beauregard Room
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